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Joining the battle over 
round the clock drinking 

OXFORD VICAR ON HIS (AND THE ARCHBISHOP OF 
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Paxman bid to save spire 



bv Natalie Abbott 

TV PRESENTER Jeremy 
Paxman has joined villagers 
in a bid to save a distinctive 
church spire. 

Mr Paxman, who lives in 
the diocese, has joined with 



villagers in Kidlington to 
launch an appeal to raise 
£250,000 to save the tall 
spire of St Mary’s, which has 
been blighted by problems for 
centuries. 

In the 1700s, an effort was 

continued on page 2, column 1 



Relationships between 
churches in rural 
areas are ‘excellent’ 

N 

But differing approaches can cause hurt and resentment in some 
villages, church survey discovers 



RELATIONSHIPS between 
churches of different denomina- 
tions in rural areas of our 
Diocese are overwhelmingly pos- 
itive, according to new research. 

Ecumenical relations in vil- 
lages were rated as excellent 
or good by 84% of respon- 
dents to a survey aiming to 
discover the true extent of 
inter church relations in the 
Diocese. 

Some 76% of respondents 
said if they started up afresh, 
they would like to have just 
one church. 

The research was carried 
out by Peter Allen, who under- 
took it as part of his MA in 
contextual theology at Oxford 
Brookes University. 

Though the headline results 
of the survey was positive, 
detailed follow-up interviews 
with individual villages and 
churchgoers did reveal some 
deep-seated concerns and sus- 
picions, and a need for 
churches to work harder at 
relationships with each other. 
Comments reported by some 
of the Methodist participants 
in the survey included: ‘The 
village is sadly divided by class 
distinctions. It is an us-and- 



them situation’ and ‘The 
Church of England is not 
interested - we did start unit- 
ing once but Methodists 
always went to the C. of E. 
but they never came to us’. 

Mr Allen said: ‘On the neg- 
ative side there were stories of 
“autocratic” Vicars who 
“...tells us what he wants and 
expects us to just fit in and go 

'There were stories 
of 'autocratic' 

Vicars who... 'tells 
us what he wants 
and expects us to 
just fit in and go 
along with what 
he says' 

along with what he says”. 

While buildings ought to be 
an opportunity to provide a 
more flexible approach they 
were often a source of con- 
flict, he added. 

He said in one village he 
came across a residue of hurt 
and bitterness left by differing 



approaches to evangelism, 
which suggested churches 
needed to prepare much more 
thoroughly before joining 
together for initiatives. 

‘One church saw it as set- 
ting up a coffee house where 
the church could show care on 
the basis that people don’t 
care what you know until they 
know that you care. The other 
village church wanted to cut 
to the action and visit each 
home with literature and a 
video and they couldn't under- 
stand why their partner 
church, which was supposed 
to be evangelical, was ‘block- 
ing progress’.’ 

But he said there were out- 
standing examples of ecumeni- 
cal relations in some villages. 

‘Where this occurred, the 
churches were very successful 
in providing an extensive 
range of services to the com- 
munity. Interestingly the main 
movers and shakers in each of 
these successful churches were 
women’, he said. 

The research was based on ques- 
tionnaires to 40 churches and 
interviews with Church of England 
and Methodist members in six vil- 
lages with up to 3,000 inhabitants. 




Photographic 

competition 



DO you love taking photographs? 
Are you inspired by the Bible? The 
Door and the Oxford diocesan web- 
site www.oxford.anglican.org are 
launching a new competition to 
find talented photographers. 

The best photographs, on a 
Christian theme, will be displayed 
in a special exhibition at Christ 
Church Cathedral next January. 

There are two categories for 
the competition - under 16 years, 
and over 16 years. Photos must 
be accompanied by the Bible 
verse that inspired you. 

You don't have to be an expert 
- we are looking for inspiration, 
relevance and imagination rather 
than technical prowess. 

Entries will be judged by a 
panel, including DOOR photogra- 
pher Frank Blackwell. 

You must live in the diocese to 
enter but your photographs do not 
have to be taken in the diocese. 

Closing date for the competition 
is 14 November and winners and 
runners-up will be displayed in the 
Christmas DOOR. Send your 
entries to DOOR photography 
competition, Diocesan Church 
House, North Hinksey Lane, 

Oxford 0X2 0NB or email web- 
master@oxford. anglican.org 




www.spckonllnc.com 

30a Sincil Street, Lincoln LN5 7ET 
T: 0870 350 6065 F: 01522 587849 



SPCK ONLINE BOOKSHOP 



www.spckonline.com 

- the site that gives you easy access to 
information and advice on well over 
50,000 Christian and Religious books. 

We also stock Gifts, Music and Church 
Supplies Including Clerical Wear. 
Remember when you buy from SPCK you 
are supporting a Registered Charity. 



At the Sign of the Pilgrim 




Founded In 1698, SPCK has been a leading 
Christian bookseller and publisher, 
Supporting Christian Mission for over 300 
years. 

For more information on our 25 Bookshops 

visit: www.spck.org.uk/bookshops 

For more Information on our mission work 
visit: www.spck.org.uk 
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200 churches pledge to use fairtrade 



OUR mission to become a 
Fairtrade Diocese is now well 
under way, with nearly half 
the necessary number of 
churches signed up to the 
cause. 

More than 200 churches 
have now signed their forms 
and pledged tew use only 
Fairtrade tea and coffee. Of 
these the vast majority have 
also become Fairtrade 
Churches, agreeing to use and 
promote Fairtrade goods such 
as biscuits, sugar and juices. 

The churches that helped 
cross the 200 mark were from 
all over the diocese: SS Peter 
and Paul, Olney in 
Buckinghamshire; Holy 
Trinity, Sunningdale in 
Berkshire; St. Mary’s, 
Headington, Oxford; SS Peter 
and Paul, Deddington 
Oxfordshire, SS Mary the 
Virgin and Nicholas, 
Littlemore, Oxford and St 
Andrew’s in Shrivenham 



Berkshire. Rena Partridge, 
from SS Peter and Paul, Olney 
explained why her church had 
signed up. 

She said: ‘There is a contin- 
uing misunderstanding that 
free trade is what we need, 
but it needs to be fair. ‘It may 
cost a little more, but it gives 
people the chance to earn 
their way out of poverty.’ 

There is great variation 
among deaneries about the 
number of churches who have 
already signed up. Leading 
the way is the Vale of the 
White Horse deanery. 

Joan Plumptre, Fair Trade 
‘champion’ for the Vale of the 
White Horse, said: ‘As 

Christians, it’s a must. It's not 
giving charity to poor people 
but we're giving justice, as we 
were told to in the Bible. 

‘We need to also remember 
that it's not just fair trade for 
the third world but fair trade 
in this country. We should 



also make every effort to sup- 
port our local farmers.’ 

In addition to the Vale of 
the White Horse totals, 
Cowley deanery now has 
73% of churches signed on to 
the campaign, and three other 
deaneries have more than half 
their churches committed to 
Fairtrade: Deddington, 
Reading and Milton Keynes. 

Last year Diocesan Synod 
pledged to work towards 
becoming a Fairtrade Diocese, 
To achieve that status we need 
60% of our churches to sign 
up to use Fairtrade tea and 
coffee - with the hope being 
that they will also become 
Fairtrade Churches. If church- 
es are unsure where to Begin - 
or where to go next - a new 
resource, Fair Trade in our 
Churches, has been published 
to help them get involved. 

The booklet, from 
Christian Concern for One 
World, offers information 



about Fair Trade and exam- 
ples of best practice from 
churches around the three 
counties. Its 31 pages contain 
accounts of Fair Trade proj- 
ects run by churches and 
Churches Together groups, as 
well as information about 
buying fairly traded products 
locally. The booklet costs just 
£1.50, or for bulk orders of 
ten or more copies it is only 
£1 each (plus postage and 
packing). Contact CCOW on 
01865 378059 or email ccow- 
info@fish.co.uk. 

• Summertown churches are 
to hold a special event on 
Sunday 16 October at St 
Michael's Church in Lonsdale 
Road, where they will sign a 
commitment to become Fair 
Trade Churches. Supermarket 
managers from Summertown 
will be on hand to discuss the 
issues and there will be an 
opportunity to sample offerings 
from their shops! 



Appeal to save crumbling church spire wins celebrity support 



(continued from front page) 
made to make the spire more 
secure by inserting dozens of 
x:ast iron staples to hold the 
stone together. But over the 
centuries these have rusted, 
causing chunks of stone to 
break off and fall from the 
spire. 

Four years ago the scale of 
the problem was recognised 
and architects were called in. 
The solution, which has been 
approved by English heritage, 
will be to pass an electric cur- 
rent through the staples to 



prevent them rusting further. 

The congregation have gift- 
aided a huge £50,000 but 
more is needed if the spire is to 
be saved. Brochures are to be 
sent out to villagers as part of 
the appeal pack to raise cash. 

Jeremy Paxman, who had a 
friend from the village, is now 
backing Rector Anthony Ellis’ 
appeal for the money. 

Revd Ellis said: ‘It’s not just 
a church building, it’s some- 
thing that means a lot to the 
people of Kidlington. 

‘As you return to 



Kidlington, the first visible 
sign of home is the spire. It 
gives a feeling of security.’ 

The present church dates 
from 1220 and the spire is vis- 
ible for miles around. 

If the church can raise 
£114,000 by the middle of 
December, English heritage 
will give £102,000. 

If you would like to make a 
donation, please contact the 
parish administrator on 
01865 372230. Any cheques 
should be made out to 
Kidlington PCC. 




Jeremy Paxman 




photo by Dr Johannes Schwanke 



Thousands at Cathedral Open Day 



MORE than 3000 visitors 
enjoyed an Open Day at Christ 
Church, organized by the Sub 
Dean, Nicholas Coulton. 
Visitors were given a rare 
insight into the working life of 
the Cathedral and College, 
which included the work of the 
cathedral embroiderers, flower 
‘designers, bell ringers and 
choirs, as well as guided tours 
of the Cathedral and College, 
Upper Library and Picture 
Gallery - all free of charge. 
The Hall was open for lunch, 
and there were refreshments in 
the Quad. The whole day was a 
great success! 

On Saturday 1 October the 



Cathedral will be marking the 
bicentenary of William 
Wilberforce's birth with, at 
4.30 pm, a lecture by 
Professor John Brook on sci- 
ence and religion, and then a 
Choral Evensong at 6pm at 
which the preacher will be the 
Bishop of Oxford. And on 
Sunday 23 October at 6pm 
Cathedral Choral Evensong 
will include a special commem- 
oration of the 200th anniver- 
sary of Trafalgar, with naval 
contingents attending. After the 
service the Cathedral bells will 
be rung as part of the nation- 
wide bellringing on that 
evening. 



Help! Volunteers needed for 
schools distribution 



NEARLY 6000 copies of The 
DOOR newspaper are distrib- 
uted to church schools in the 
diocese via a network of dedi- 
cated volunteers, but we would 
love more parents of children 
at our Church of England 
Primary Schools to receive a 
copy. 

We are therefore looking for 
an enthusiastic volunteer (or 



volunteers) to help us with the 
mind boggling administrative 
logistics of getting newspapers 
from Deanery drop off points 
around the diocese to individual 
church schools. 

If you feel called to the task, 
we would love to hear from 
you. 

Call Natalie Abbott on 
01865 208 225 



Sight impaired people can now get a free audio version of The 
DOOR by contacting Graham Winterbourne on 01884 840285. 
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Mobile: 07786 741261 
Email: wreraareeitilovagcgardens.com 
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Changes to drinking laws: how 
should Christians respond? 



The government's change in licensing laws to allow pubs to stay open later has provoked 
heated debate. The Church of England has expressed concerns about the new laws, saying 
it is 'often the church that finds itself picking up the pieces' for alcohol abuse. The 
Archbishop of Canterbury even became involved in a fight by nuns from a religious college 
in Oxford to stop an extension in hours to a neighbouring pub, writing a letter of objection 
to the local council. He wrote: 'There is a great danger of increased crime and disorder, 
public nuisance and decreased public safety at a place which is dear to people from 
various Christian traditions.' As he wasn't a local resident, his objection was discounted. 

Below, Littlemore vicar Bernhard Schunemann, writes about the concerns that 
prompted him to join with the nuns in the fight against the licence extension. 



I HAVE recently been the 
slightly reluctant participant 
in a local campaign to oppose 
the application of longer 
drinking and entertainment 
hours at one of our local pubs 
in Littlemore, Oxford. I say 
‘reluctant’ because my great 
fear is that when the church is 
seen to be involved in such 
campaigns, it will strengthen 
the perception of the church 
by outsiders as an old-fash- 
ioned, change-inhibiting and 
joy-opposing institution that 
has lost its relevance in mod- 
ern culture. 

The story, which got much 
publicity in the local and even 
the national press, is simply 
this: my local Roman 
Catholic sisters (the sisters of 
the Spiritual family of the 
Work, at John Henry 
Newman College) contacted 
me for help in opposing the 
extended licensing hours 
application being made by the 
brewery for the pub, The 
Golden Ball. This is sand- 
wiched between them and the 
Roman Catholic Church. In 
the past they have had much 
trouble with violent fights at 
closing time, leaving blood- 
stains on their monastery wall 
and windows. As these sisters 
help us in our. mission not 
least by praying for us on a 
daily basis, I felt I owed them 
some support. I sent in my 
objection and spoke at the 
Town Hall, making the 
Golden Ball to be a special 
case. The work of the sisters 
involves receiving thousands 
of visitors from all over the 



world, studying and praying 
with them for many hours of 
every day and night. The sis- 
ters in Littlemore promote 
and preserve the spiritual her- 
itage of John Henry 
Newman. I also made the 
point that Littlemore is a pio- 
neer SureStart area, indicat- 

'The whole episode 
left me thinking 
about what exactly 
is the distinctive 
contribution that 
Christians must 
make to the 
formation of laws 
and customs in our 
contemporary 
society? 7 

ing that due to high levels of 
social deprivation children 
achieve way below their peers 
in other similar areas of 
Oxford. Headteachers in our 
area often say that sleep-dep- 
rivation in our children can 
be a major factor in lbw 
achievement. The Golden Ball 
is surrounded by houses with 
families with children, and 
local children play in its sur- 
roundings, clearly waiting for 
their parents to drink up. 
Despite local residents and 
church members coming and 
objecting in large numbers to 
the licensing application hear- 



ing, and despite a widely pub- 
licised intervention by the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, 
longer drinking and enter- 
tainment hours were finally 
granted, as they were in most 
pubs all over Oxfordshire. 
The law, passed without 
much discussion about a year 
ago, was stacked against us. 
Longer opening hours in all 
or most pubs had been the 
intention of this new law. 

The whole episode left me 
thinking about what exacdy is 
the distinctive contribution that 
Christians must make to the 
forming of laws and customs in 
our contemporary society? We 
must be careful not just to 
oppose change, because many 
of us are naturally rather 
‘conservative’. In the past 
Christians have been in the 
forefront of promoting social 
change (as in the abolition of 
slavery). The best guide, as 
always, will be the person of 
Jesus and his teachings, the one 
who changed water into wine 
and loved the company of sin- 
ners. I have always admired my 
fellow Christians who have 
been leading such campaigns 
promoting restorative justice, 
for example. Following in the 
footsteps of Jesus will lead us 
to promote and support public 
policies that will help the poor 
and disadvantaged, and it will 
lead us humbly to participate in 
debates about personal morali- 
ty and its impact on wider soci- 
ety. 

Bernhard Schunemann , Vicar 
of Littlemore , Oxford 



The challenge facing our churches - George Carey 



HAS the Christian Mission 
failed? The former 
Archbishop of Canterbury, 
George Carey, will ask why 
the majority of Britons seem 
to have rejected Christianity 
as having nothing of rele- 
vance to them. 

In a Millennium Lecture to 
be given in the diocese, at St 
Michael’s Church in 
Amersham, he will ask what 
Christianity can offer those 
who seek a spiritual path but 



do not expect to find it with- 
in the doors of a church. 

Entitled ‘Has Christian 
Mission Failed - The 
Challenge Facing the Churches 
in God-Doubting Britain’, the 
lecture will take place on 11 
October at 8pm. 

Demand is expected to be 
high so buying tickets in 
advance is recommended. 

Tickets are priced at £10 (£7 
concessions), which includes a 
glass of wine or juice during the 



interval. All are welcome and 
tickets are available from St 
Michael’s on 01494 726680. 

Revd. Diana Glover^ of St 
Michael’s church, says: 
‘George Carey joins our long 
list of consistently high cali- 
bre Millennium Lecture 
speakers. I know he will be 
both thought-provoking and 
positive, and that what he has 
to say will be of interest to 
everyone, whether they attend 
church or not.’ 




The Archbishop of Canterbury wrote to object to The Golden Ball pub's plan to stay open longer 
hours, supporting nuns at John Henry Newman college. 



Riddle Winner 

Congratulations to Betty Neilson from Iver in Buckinghamshire whose name 
was pulled out first from the box of entries to our riddle competition. A con- 
solation prize is also on its way to Les Hallewell - because we liked his honesty in 
admitting his methodology! It won't help you this month, Les! A big thank you 
to everyone who entered into the quizzical spirit - reading your responses was 
sometimes as confusing as the riddle itself and very entertaining! 

The answer to last month's riddle can be found on Page 19. 



Riddle of the Month 

Imagine John, a party magician, is carrying three pieces of gold, each weighing one 
kilogram. While taking a walk he comes to a bridge which has a sign posted saying the 
bridge could hold only a maximum of 80 kilograms. John weighs 78 kilograms and the 
gold weighs three kilograms. John reads the sign and still safely crosses the bridge with 
all the gold. How did he manage this? 

This month's prize is a worship CD as well as the latest worship book by Matt Redman, 
Inside-Out Worship, courtesy of Survivor Records. 

Answers on a postcard please to: 

Riddles, The Door, 20-26 Brunswick Place, London N1 6DZ 
Alternatively, please email us at: competition6churchnewspaper.com 




Live-in Housekeeper/Carers 
wee|q| or Longer-term over several m 

For further details please contact 



Oxford Aunts Care 

. Established 1967 . 



Oxford Aunts Live-in Services 

~ for clients who need help or care at home ~ 
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4 - 





+ 





Practical faith in action 



MORE than 300 local residents 
attended the Necklace Project 
fun day at St John’s School, 
Shilton Park, Carterton. Deputy 
Mayor, Phil Scott, praised the 
project’s strong commitment to 
the local community as a 
demonstration of what practical 
faith in action can achieve. 

Events and activities at the 
fun day included archery and 
fencing (organised by Christian 
Charity Adventure Plus), a 
bouncy castle, skittles, as well 
as special guest Church Army’s 
Ken Gaskell who helped bring 
bible stories to life with drama, 
interactive puppets and balloon 
modelling, assisted by the 
newly appointed Parish 
Evangelist for the area, Richard 
Waller (pictured above). 

Local residents David and 



Alii Wilford said the necklace 
project had helped them settle in 
the community. ‘It has encour- 
aged us to get involved practi- 
cally in the buggy-club and the 
Sunday hour even though we 
have not been regular church 
goers in the past.’ Team Rector 
Revd Roger Billings said: ‘I am 
delighted that this exciting 
new enterprise has captured 
the spirit of community here at 
Shilton Park. We have had 
fantastic backing from the 
Bishop, Colin Fletcher; in set- 
ting up this project and we are 
beginning to see just how 
attractive this fresh expression 
of church is to local people.* 
The Necklace Project is at the 
heart of showing Christ’s love to 
the community in innovative 
and practical ways. 



60 years of Sunday 
School teaching 

Joan Biggs has seen many 
changes in her 60 years as a 
Sunday School teacher at All 
Saints Church, Wokingham. 

She remembers when chil- 
dren sat at old-style school 
desks and were told bible stories 
and when children only attended 
church for 'special occasions'. 
She also remembers taking five 
coach-loads of children on the 
annual Sunday School summer 
outing to a seaside resort. 

She began teaching in the 
Sunday School when she was just 
a teenager. 'Many of the children 
I taught are now parents and 
grandparents', Joan says. 

The congregation of All 
Saints recognised Joan's enor- 
mous contribution in a Junior 
Church Thanksgiving Service, 
where a special presentation 
was made (pictured below). 
'Many things have changed for 
the better', Joan says. 'Children 
now take a more active part in 
church services and no longer 
have to be seen and not heard!' 




ST KATHARINE’S HOUSE 
WANTAGE 

Residential Home with Nursing 




• Modern, well equipped Care Home for 75 elderly 
ladies in 5 acres of lovely grounds near town centre. 

• Non-profit making charity, under the aegis of the 
Community of St Mary the Virgin. 

• Excellent Facilities include a beautiful Chapel in 
the grounds. 

• Residents are strongly encouraged to live 
independent lives in a vibrant and happy community. 

Contact: The Warden, St Katharine’s House, 
Ormond Road, Wantage, Oxon, 0X1 2 8EA 
Telephone: 01235 762739 
email: warden.stkatharines@talk21 .com 
www.stkatharineshouse.co.uk 



1 22 mile row to raise 
money for churches 




CHURCHWARDENS from 
Islip and Woodeaton rowed 
122 miles to Westminster to 
raise much-needed funds for 
their two churches. 

Wilf Stephenson, Andy Carr 
and Jemima (plus coxes Phil 
Stephenson & Ned Carr) cele- 
brated their marathon effort 
which took four and a half 
days and nights under canvas, 



THE tiny St Mary’s, Farmoor 
(in the photo, with the Revd 
Clive Gardner), on the west- 
ern edge of Oxford, was 70 
last month. It started in 1935 
with a harvest festival service 
in a prefabricated hut, bought 
with help from St Michael’s, 
Cumnor (the parish church) 
and St Aldate’s, Oxford, but 
since rebuilt. 



with a well earned drink at the 
Palace of Westminster. 

• The sponsored row was 
part of the celebrations taking 
part in Islip this year to mark 
the Millennium of the Birth of 
Edward the Confessor: the 
row linked Islip, the place of 
Edward’s birth, with 
Westminster; sit^ of the great 
Abbey he founded. 



The challenge for the next 
70 years, said Bishop 
Stephen in his sermon at the 
service of thanksgiving, is to 
make ourselves vulnerable 
and open to God’s purposes, 
like Mary, who said ‘yes’ to 
God and became the ‘first 
evangelist’, sharing with 
Elizabeth the overflow of 
what she had received. 



Space relaunched 

The Space project in Aylesbury 
has won further funding from 
the lottery for its work with 
families and individuals experi- 
encing stress and relationship 
problems. 

The project, which is based 
in St Mary's Church in 
Aylesbury, provides ongoing 
support for people, many of 
whom have mental health 
problems. Space works as an 
assessment service for those 
who are in crisis, and offers 
training workshops and drop in 
sessions to allow people to 
come together to build a sense 
of community. 

Free church organ 

A member of an Abingdon 
church has a Yamaha C-605 
organ which is no longer used. 
He would like to give it away to 
a deserving charity, a church or 
a parish group or someone in 
the diocese who will give it a 
good home. The organ is in 
good working order and would 
need to be collected from 
Abingdon. Please call Natalie 
Abbott on 01865 208225 or 
email natalie.abbott@oxford. 
anglican.org 

New bells for St Helen’s 

St Helen's, Abingdon's ambi- 
tious plan to reorder and mod- 
ernise its building so it can be 
used more flexibly by the com- 
munity, has taken another step 
forward with the granting of a 
faculty for the replacement of 
its peal of ten bells with new 
bells. The interior of the church 
has been reordered with a nave 
altar surrounded on three sides 
by the rearranged pews, under 
floor heating, and the organ 
and its case have been com- 
pletely restored. The new bells 
will add enormously to the 
modernising of St Helen's and 
enhancing its traditional role 
as the Parish Church of 
Abingdon. Money for the new 
peal of bells has been raised by 
the bell ringing team, and each 
bell has been individually spon- 
sored. It is hoped to have the 
new bells in place by next 
Easter. 




70th anniversary at Farmoor 



A' 

^ k Eco-column 

Over the last few months you have probably 
spotted churches sporting ‘Make Poverty 
History* banners, as I have from the West 
Country to northern Scotland. This has 
reminded me of a huge Jubilee 2000 rally in 
Birmingham in 1998, where I remember being 
struck by the number of church groups that 
were present. I believe that the prominent 
Christian involvement in the Jubilee 2000 and 
Make Poverty History campaigns was a major 
factor in helping the issues of global poverty 
and debt to be seen as mainstream, and con- 
tributing to the success of that movement. 

I was therefore excited to hear about the 
launch in September of ‘Stop Climate Chaos’, 



a new coalition, modelled on Make Poverty 
History, which aims to do something similar 
on the issue of climate change. It already 
includes faith-based groups such as Christian 
Aid and Tear Fund, as well as environmental 
and development groups like Friends of the 
Earth, Greenpeace and Oxfam. The coalition 
hopes to mobilise millions of people to put 
pressure on the government to make urgent 
cuts in our greenhouse gas emissions. Such 
public pressure is sorely needed, given that cli- 
mate change was barely mentioned in this 
year’s General Election campaign. 

I hope Christians will take up this issue as 
enthusiastically as they have poverty issues - 
perhaps it won’t be long before ‘Stop Climate 
Chaos’ banners are a common sight on our 
churches. 

Karl Wallendszus is a member of Sage, 
Oxford’s Christian Environmental Group. You 
can find out more about Stop Climate Chaos 
at www.stopclimatechaos.org. 
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God in the Life of. . . 



Making a spiritual journey 
to mental health 



October 10 is World Mental Health Day. Many of the churches around 
our Diocese will be marking the day at special services on the Sunday 
before, 9 October, and resources for churches to use are available 
online at www.mentality.org.uk. 

The DOOR spoke to Hilary Caldicott, a Christian who has suffered 
with mental health problems for many years, about her experiences of 
the Church at this time. 



‘BEING a member of a church now is helping 
me stay well,’ says Hilary Caldicott. But this 
relationship of support and care from a church 
community hasn’t always been there. There 
were years when Hilary felt she couldn’t go 
near a church. And though she doesn’t blame 
the church for that, she admits many churches 
still have a long way to go in being supportive 
of people with mental health problems. 

'I don't think I have ever lost 
my faith, though 
during the worst times I felt 
that God could not 
possibly be interested in me, 
that I couldn't have a personal 
relationship with God' 

Hilary, now 51, was brought up in a non- 
conformist family and attended church regu- 
larly as a child and teenager. But it was around 
the age of 14 that her health problems started. 

‘I was in and out of mental hospitals for 
years. Looking back, it was a desperate time 
really but I have now been away from hospital 
and hospital admissions for over 15 years.’ 

Despite her problems, she never lost her 
faith, though she kept away from church and 
spent years outside any church community. 

‘In my despair, I couldn’t follow the right 
path, felt that I didn’t have anything to offer a 
church. 

‘I don’t think I have ever lost my faith, 
though during the worst times I felt that God 
could not possibly be interested in me, that I 
couldn’t have a personal relationship with 
God, but I didn’t lose my faith.’ 

Sometimes, she would go along to churches 
and sit in the back to listen. But she felt exclud- 
ed from being a member of the community. 

‘I feel my mental health problems have been 
a spiritual journey, my faith and my problems 
were intimately connected for me.’ 

But it was a very long time before she felt she 
could go back to church. 

‘It was only when I got better that I began 
exploring that side of myself more, that I felt 
able to go to a church and ask questions. I 
went back to church because of changes in my 
personal life, not the other way round.’ 

It was through other people in the mental 
health community that she started going to 
church, and she now worships at St Mary and 
St John in Cowley, though she lives near 
Witney. 

The church has a significant presence of peo- 
ple with mental health problems, she says, and 
that is important for her. 

She was confirmed there three years ago, at 



the Easter vigil service. 

‘It had been a very long journey for me. I 
was 48 when I was confirmed. 

‘It took me a couple of years to decide on 
confirmation but once I had decided I felt 
absolutely determined on it, there was no fal- 
tering at all. 

‘I hadn’t thought about confirmation before 
- for many years I had thought I would never 
be able to join a church again, even. There are 
still lots of things I disagree with profoundly in 
the Anglican church, but I feel now I can cope 
with them from inside, rather than outside.’ 

All her adult working life has been spent in 
the care field. 

She was formerly director of Oxfordshire 
MIND and now works for Advance Housing, 
in Witney, as programme manager for their 
shared housing scheme which helps people 
with mental health problems buy their own 
homes. 

She is also committed to using her experi- 
ences to help the church become more open to 
supporting people with difficulties. 

‘People in churches get a bit muddled about 
what their responses to people with mental 
health problems should be as Christians - but 
you don’t go to church to meet a professional 
psychiatrist, you go as a Christian to be part of 
a faith community. People want to be wel- 
comed in as part of a community, not to be 
asked about their medication. 

‘It is very individual, the way that people 
want to be welcomed or supported, and it 

'People in churches get a bit 
muddled about what their 
responses to people with 
mental health problems should 
be as Christians - but you 
don't go to church to meet a 
professional psychiatrist, you 
go as a Christian to be part of 
a faith community' 

changes from person to person. Some people 
need to do things at their own pace and other 
people may have a more outgoing approach. 
They just need to be treated as ordinary human 
beings.’ 

She is involved in piloting a resource pack 
for churches to help them in supporting peo- 
ple, and will also present a motion to diocesan 
synod in November, highlighting the need for 
the Christian community to engage positively 
with the mental health needs of people within 
our communities. Supported by the Board for 
Social Responsibility’s Health and Social Care 




World Mental Health Day will be marked at churches around our diocese on 10 October. Churches 
are working hard to engage positively with the mental health needs of people in their communities. 



Group, the motion welcomes the new resource 
produced for the Archbishops’ Council called 
Promoting Mental Health: A Training 

Resource for Spiritual and Pastoral Care. This 



is a web resource available on www.mentali- 
ty.org.uk (click on ‘publications) and includes 
worship material for churches to use to mark 
World Mental Health day. 



VIDEO PROJECTOR SOFTWARE 

Use 'Easy Worship' to easily display 
lyrics, scripture, images, 
video and more. 

Free trial and more information from 
www.churchvideo.co.uk/easyworship 



COUNSELLING 

REV. HEATHER McGIVERN 

Short or long term counselling by 
experienced and qualified practitioner. 
Spiritual direction also offered. 

Registered with BACP & UKRC - Member of FPC (WPF) 

Tel: 0118 973 4801 



ACE DENTURE CENTRE 



DEDICATED TO THE CARE OF 
DENTURE WEARERS 

Established 1984 

We make dentures look like real natural teeth at 
affordable prices on the premises 

• FREE CONSULTATION 

• Sunken features can be supported 
to return to your natural 
appearance 

• Economy dentures for senior citizens 

• Delicate chrome plates 

• Comfortable soft linings 

• Evening appointments 

• For the ultimate life-like dentures 
enquire about our IVOCLAR 
DENTURE SYSTEM 

• Quality Porcelain Teeth 
Available 

• Phone for a free information pack 

DENTURES REPAIRED WIILE YOU WAIT 

We are not Dental Surgeons 



ALL OUR DENTURISTS ARE QUALIFIED BY 
THE GEORGE BROWN COLLEGE OF 
DENTURISM. ONTARIO. CANADA 

01494 520515 

174 DESBOROUGH ROAD, HIGH WYCOMBE, 
PUBLIC CAR PARK AT REAR 






The Bonsai Conspiracy.... 

Read the extraordinary 
insights of Paul Walsh as ne 
digs deeper into God's Grace, 
exploring who you really are 
and setting you free to be 
who God’s made you to be. 

COMING SOON.... 

To pre-order mail 
paul@thegraceprojectcom 



No vicar. 
No comment. 



St. Luke's is an independent acute surgical 
hospital providing free consultation and 
treatment for Anglican clergy and their 
families at home and from abroad. 

St-. Luke^s costs £4,500 per day to run and 
we urgently need your donations to 
continue to provide these services for free. 

St. Luke’s 

HOSPITAL FOR THE CLERGY 

Tel: 020 7388 4954 Fax: 020 7383 4812 
St Luke's Hospital for the Clergy, 

14 Fitzroy Square, London WIT 6AH 
email: stluke@stlukeshospital.org.uk 
www.stlukeshosprtal.org.uk 
Registered Charity No. 209236 
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Advertising 



TO 



ADVERTISE RING: 020 7417 5833 



Justice and 

of the 



Mercy: The motivation 
Christian Lawyer 




Justice and mercy are at the heart of 
God’s character. Standing up for the 
weak and oppressed is at the heart of 
God’s character. As God’s people we 
are exhorted to work for good order 
in society and commerce. These 
statements alone reveal why many 
Christians believe God has called 
them into the legal profession to 
serve him and to serve their clients. 

As Christians today we live in 
changing times and this impacts the 
very nature of our laws and practice 
which increasingly run counter to 
our faith. 

The rise of liberal secular democ- 
racy, with its pluralist attitude to reli- 
gion, its insistence on strict religious 
neutrality and tolerance, its humanis- 
tic hostility to anything apart from 
privatised faith, is subtly undermin- 
ing legal practices that have previ- 
ously been taken for granted. 

As a Christian if you had a legal 
dispute would you consider using a 
Christian lawyer? 

For those Christians who do 
work in the legal profession (and the 
number is not inconsiderable - the 



Lawyers’ Christian Fellowship (LCF) 
alone has more than 1,500 members) 
God’s love for each one of us and the 
ethical challenges of the job are any- 
thing but incompatible. It was uplift- 
ing at the recent LCF annual confer- 
ence to hear that it was a heart for 
the lost and a calling from God that 
motivated many LCF members to 
become lawyers in the first place. 
There is no doubt that God wants his 



faithful servants right at the heart of 
the British justice system. 

If a client has faith then a 
Christian lawyer understands that 
faith. Client and lawyers can pray 
about the case. 

Christian lawyers should have a 
primary commitment to justice - 
because we are commanded to live a 
life of love and to love one another. 
Christian lawyers should have a pri- 



mary commitment to truth - and this 
may sometimes mean the client 
receives advice he would rather not 
have. 

Increasingly, Christian lawyers 
are being called upon to run cases of 
principle - there are many current 
examples of this. Lawyers within the 
LCF are running cases which involve 
the dignity of the human being, both 
at the beginning and end of life, 



fighting for the freedom to be able to 
attend church on Sunday, preach on 
the streets, and run Christian cam- 
paigns ... 

We envisage there will be an 
increasing number of issues such as 
these in the years to come. 

The challenge for Christians in 
the law is to strengthen their focus on 
God and search their hearts for ways 
to more closely align their personal 
conduct and also the legal system as 
a whole, with the Bible’s teaching on 
the truth, justice. Godliness, integrity 
and holiness. 

The challenge for Christians out- 
side the law is to pray for and sup- 
port Christian lawyers who will 
increasingly find themselves in legal 
battles which are at the cutting edge 
of Gospel work in this country. We 
ask you to stand with us. 

Andrea Minichiello Williams is a 
Barrister and the Public Policy 
Officer for the Lawyers * Christian 
Fellowship , 

www.lawcf.org 



Is your charity challenged by: 

• document duplication 

• ineffective technology and software 

• lack of automation 

• limited database functionality and 
integration 

• inefficient communication with 
supporters 

• inflexible web-pages 

• limited access to crucial data? 

GivenGain offers you a complete 
solution through innovation that 
sustains stability 



The technology and global banking network developed by 
GivenGain represent a shift in the way in which mission can be 
done. The potential for closer church-agency relationships, for 
adaptive inter-organisational partnerships on the field, and for 
crisis response has taken a significant step forward. 

The only thing that can prevent this technology from 
transforming (for the better) the way in which we do mission is 
if we make the conscious decision not to steward it responsibly 
by using it and developing it to its full capacity . " 

- Mark J. Avery, Ph. D. (Fuller Theological Seminary) 

"We have been freed from the time-consuming monthly 
administration, receive immediate confirmation of any 
donations, and can at any time open our online office to check 
the state of our finances. Our 'connection * with GivenGain is a 
most rewarding one!” 

- Quintus Swanepoel (FamilyLife) 

* GivenGain was exceptionally easy to set up. Their friendly 
support and superb training helped us to maximise the benefits 
of using GivenGain. Our income has shot through the roof. ” 

- Dr Frank Muller (Christian Medical Fellowship) 



givengain 

One World. Zero Barriers 

Email: support@givengain.com • Web: www.givengain.co.uk 
Phone +44 (871) 871 8251 • Fax +44 (870) 139 4836 
33 - 35 Victoria Street, Windsor, Berkshire, SL4 1 HE, United Kingdom 



givengain 

The global standard for 
responsible giving 




Well help your donors 
put the pounds in 
your pocket! 
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Prayers and Diocesan News by E-mail 

The diocesan website is constantly being updated but instead 
of having to come to the site and hunt for new additions you 
can have the links sent to you direct by e-mail. You can also 
customize the e-mails so you are only notified about those sec- 
tions or themes that interest you. 

Visit www.oxford.anglican.org and add your e-mail address 
into the box on the home page as shown below: 



Stay up-to-date with 
regular e-mail alerts 

Your E-mail 



Webspeak - ‘Sitemap 7 

The sitemap is an overview of all the main sections of the web- 
site. The sections are listed alphabetically by title and every 
title is a link through which you can navigate to the page, 
www. oxford . anglican . or g / sitemap . php 

Webspeak - ‘Blog’ 

A blog (weblog) is an electronic publication which usually rep- 
resents an individual’s personal musings on matters that inter- 
est them, to which others then add comments. A perfect 
example of a blog is Ian MacDonald’s ‘Youthblog’ which aims 
to support Youth Work and Ministry in the Diocese of 
Oxford, www.oxford.anglican.org/youthblog 

Getting the most from the diocesan/parish website 

In the autumn we will be running free drop-in sessions for 
anyone wanting to know more about websites in general and 
the diocesan and parish websites in particular. More details in 
the next issue of the DOOR, out on October 24. 

Contact: Philip Hind (01865 208262) 
webmaster@oxford.anglican.org 



gFeature 

A modern-day harvest 



For many of us, singing 'we plough the fields and scatter 7 will 
be the closest we get to harvest. What is the reality of harvest 
for farmers today? Anne Hartley, an ordained local minister 
from the Cotswolds, who runs a 1300 acre farm, explains. 




JUST two days after the bomb- 
ings in London I preached on 
the Parable of the Sower. My 
husband and I had waited for 
two hours to hear from our son 
David, whom we knew would be 
on the tube going through Kings 
Cross at that time, on his way to 
work. Eventually he managed 
to send a text message to say 
that he was ok. We were so 
relieved and longed to talk to 
him. Finally as we were walk- 
ing the dog that evening, look- 
ing at the crops, we got through 
to him on the phone. We told 
him about the farm walk we had 
done that afternoon, at George 
Fennemore’s farm near 
Deddington. At one point George 
had stopped the tractor and trail- 
er we were on, so that we could 
hear the sedge warbler over by the 
river and the lark, overhead. 
Everything was peaceful - just the 
hum of the A40 in the distance to 
remind us of the outside world. 

David said it sounded very 
attractive just then. Yet the 
next day he caught the tube to 
Kings Cross station and 
onwards to work. 

The contrast between the 
peaceful country scene and 
the mayhem of city life was 
stark that day. 

I have been married to a 
farmer for 29 years and last 
year I became an Ordained 



Local Minister for the 
Benefice where we live. 

The Hartley family farms 
1300 acres in the Cotswolds, 
three miles north of Burford, 
all of which is arable land, 
growing wheat, barley, oil seed 
rape, beans and linseed. 

My brother in law and his son 
run the arable side whilst my 
husband, Mike, looks after the 
pig unit. At Christmas, everyone 
gets involved with the turkeys. 

This year has been one of 
great change on our farm par- 
ticularly with the purchase of 
a new, bigger, combine har- 
vester. We share this machine, 
which costs close to £200,000 
with a neighbouring farm, 
which meant that 2500 acres 
needed to be harvested in total 
this year. The machine has a 
30 foot cut and can work at a 
rate of 60 tonnes per hour on 
a good day. In order to keep 
up with this we have had a 
grain store built where the 
corn can be tipped onto the 
floor and then dealt with by 
the drier man later, before 
being stored in the grain silos. 

The combine driver, Richard, 
said he felt quite isolated in that 
he knew nothing about what was 
going on back at the farm where 
the com was handled. His job is 
to sit in the air conditioned cab, 
keeping an eye on the monitors 



and adjusting the settings 
accordingly. Laser beams steer 
the combine, keeping it in line 
with the rows of com, but occa- 
sionally they need a helping hand 
and so he has to be vigilant. At 
the same time, information is fed 
into the computer about the 
quantity of the crop, and how 
much is being lost out the back. 

Working with people from 
another farm, with different prac- 
tices, has been a new experience 
for all concerned Sharing is never 
easy. Difficult decisions often had 
to be made during the day. But it 
was always possible to end the day 
with a beer and smiles all round at 
how much had been achieved 

Everyone realised how 
important relationships are 
and the need to bite one’s 
tongue in times of crisis. 

This year the yields have been 
average, with the wheat variety 
Einstein coming out best, whilst 
the beans were poor Yet the 
weather was good and there was 
lithe need to dry much of the com. 



All in all, a good harvest 
This month, the children from 
our local primary school in 
Shipton under Wychwood will 
come to the Church for their 
Harvest Festival 
They are asked to bring tins 
and packets as well as fresh 
produce from the garden or the 
supermarket. They will make 
up boxes of groceries for the 
elderly in our community. 
Often the children do not know 
how the food they offer has 
been grown. The idea that 
many of the things we eat, 
grow in soil and need to be har- 
vested, can come as a surprise. 

This is a season of thanks- 
giving for all that we have and 
all that we can achieve with 
modern technology. We thank 
God that we have enough to eat 
and seek ways to share our good 
fortune with those in need. We also 
thank God for those who farm the 
land, for their skills and the technol- 
ogy that enables them to bring in the 
harvest for us all to enjoy. 



Recruitment 



COMMUNITY OUTREACH WORKER 

An exciting opportunity for someone who is gifted in 
evangelism and leadership, who ideally has had experience 
in helping others to engage in evangelism or community 
ministry and is passionate about enabling our church 
members to do the same. 

You will need to be a mature, experienced and motivated 
Christian with excellent interpersonal skills and able to take 
initiative in leading church members in their calling to 
proclaim the gospel of Jesus Christ in word and action. 

Pay circa £25K according to experience. 

Contact Becky Rexworthy 
admin@stbs.org.uk 01 223 51 9526 

Closing date: 20th October 



Abingdon Charities Working Together 
seeks Co-Ordinator for 8hrs per week (flexible), 
good rate of pay (negotiable) 

ACWT promotes Payroll Giving locally, for regular Gift-Aided 
donations, distributed in the town between 5 charities 
comprising the consortium. We launched with volunteers 
and need someone to develop the momentum. 

Work includes administration, some event organising, and 
making presentations to local businesses or individuals. 
Previous experience in admin (or customer service/sales 
environment) useful but not essential, as full training and 
support will be provided. 

Consortium details on www.acwt.org.uk 
Deadline for applications 17 October 2005 
Telephone 01235 834740 or e-mail info@acwt.org.uk 



Welcome to 
our new 
recruitment 
section. 

Advertise your 
vacancy with us 
and if you do not 
fill the position by 
our next issue, 
we will place the 
same ad again 
free of charge. 

ads@church 

newspaper.com 



YOUTH WORKER 
MARLOW AND MARLOW 
BOTTOM 

METHODIST CHURCHES 



ARE YOU: 

- Dynamic? 

- Enthusiastic? 

- Motivated? 

- A committed Christian? 

DO YOU: 

- have a passion for Christ? 

- have a heart to see God active in the 
lives of young people? 

- possess drive and vision? 

COULD YOU: 

- help to facilitate activities for 1 1 - 16 
year olds? 

- develop the existing foundation of 
youth work within Church and 
Community? 

- inspire and bring new ideas into our 
existincpyouth provision? 

We are offering a salary of £ 13,032 with 
accommodation provided to work with 
the young people of two growing 
Methodist Churches in South 
Buckinghamshire. 

WOULD YOU: - like more information? 

Further details from: 

Neil Manthorpe 
01628 487130 
07787 545941 
neildmanthorpe@aol.com 

Interview date - 
Friday 14th October 2005 



Vbritasse 




Veritasse is a Christian Art company that publishesa 
range of artwork that is9old throughout UK shops aid 
galleries and a a variety of shows and exhibitions 
We are expanding and require the following people. 



Reid Sales Rep. 

To the Christian World 

£11,500 + 10% pro rata (usually £20,000+) plus expenses. 
Ideally part time but will consider full time. 

Are you looking for an exciting career with a Christian home based 
company? Are you out-going, good at talking with people and 
interested in sales? Do you like driving and seeing the country? 

Then you need to check out Veritasse, and enter the challenging 
and rewarding world of high-end professional Art sales. 

Closing Date: 21st Oct. 

Magazine Editor / 
Advertising 

£1 1 ,500 + incentives pa full time. 

Are you good at talking with people, can write well, and interested in 
working on a Glossy Christian Arts Magazine, as well as selling 
advertising to other related businesses? Do you like using the 
telephone and the computer? This is for you! Closing date: 21st Oct. 



For further information contact us on 0845 123 5884, or write to: 
Veritasse Ltd, FO Box 325, Witney, 0X28 1ZP. info@yeritasse.co.uk 
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View from here 



Taking Account of Things 



The removal 
van disap- 
peared around 
the corner and 
I was left star- 
ing at my 
empty flat. 

Apart from a 
couple of bin- 
bags full of 
clothes, a bag 
of books and a 
box of essen- 
tial personal files I was ‘pos- 
session free’. And this was 
to be for several months. 
My stuff was destined for 
storage as I hadn’t yet any- 
where new to live. 

That was three years ago. 
I remember feeling a strange 
mixture of anxiety and 
relief. ‘Things’ bring with 
them responsibilities - for 
looking after and protecting 
them. Now my stuff was 
someone else’s problem. Yet 
being without it left me feel- 
ing strangely rootless - 
without the symbols and 
signs that have sculpted and 
refined the textures of my 
identity. When I finally sort- 
ed myself out and regained 
my things, I felt that in an 
important sense I had ‘got 
my life back’. Even the 
things I’d forgotten I owned 
spoke to me: of places, rela- 
tionships, hopes, achieve- 
ments, failures, the past, the 
future. 

Of course, this was not a 
tragedy or a life trauma, it 
was simply the temporarily 
uncomfortable bi-product 
of a positive life-choice. My 
possessions were not sud- 
denly and violently 
destroyed, without warning, 
by dint of a natural disaster. 
Nevertheless, this experi- 
ence has been on my mind 
as I’ve watched news 
footage of the aftermath of 
hurricane Katrina. Victims 



again and 
again have 
recounted sto- 
ries of losing 
everything 
they own. The 
‘lucky’ ones 
have followed 
that up with, 
‘but my loved 
ones are safe, 
and that’s the 
most impor- 
tant thing.’ One man, prised 
away from his stricken 
home and his beloved cats, 
when asked, ‘does this 
break your heart?’ simply 
shrugged and said, ‘Well - 
everything is broken.’ 

The losses we see there 
are unimaginable. Loss of 
life is, indisputably, of para- 
mount importance - the loss 
overshadowing all other 
loss. But to get our minds 
round the magnitude of this 
tragedy for those affected by 
it, we need to take account 
of material things too. It’s 
easy for Christians to dis- 
miss things as ‘mere things’ 
of secondary importance, 
therefore of little impor- 
tance. But to do this is to 
fail to appreciate just how 
much matter really matters. 
For there are cities, towns 
and landscapes that will 
never be the same again. 
There are thousands of peo- 
ple whose internal land- 
scapes will be deeply affect- 
ed by the brute fact that 
their stuff is gone forever. 
Favourite and meaningful 
things and places, all 
destroyed. It seems that 
material reality is part of 
our spiritual reality - not 
the enemy of it, as some the- 
ologians used to think. 

Alison Webster is the Social 
Responsibility Adviser to 
Oxford Diocese 




Glebe land: helping to pay for today’s church 

The issue of the Church's glebe land has hit the headlines in recent months, with the case of the former allotments at 
Skimmingdish Lane, Launton, near Bicester (pictured below). Roger Harwood, head of glebe and buildings, explains why 
glebe land is still so important today for the Diocese. 



What is glebe land? 

Historically Glebe, whether land or other 
property, has been used to create income 
to meet the financial needs of the clergy. 
Originally, each member of the clergy ben- 
efited directly from the Glebe attributed to 
their own benefice. 

However, the inequality of the benefit to 
each member of the clergy varied widely, 
as it depended upon the extent of the 
property within their benefice. 

On 1 April 1978, the Endowment and 
Glebe Measure became operational which 
had the effect of transferring all glebe land 
to the Diocesan Board of Finance, giving 
them the responsibility of managing these 
assets to create income to pay clergy 
stipends. This meant that all beneficed 
clergy received the same income. 

How much glebe land is there in the 
diocese? 

There are 6250 acres of glebe land in the 
Diocese, mostly let on Farm Business 



Tenancies or an Agricultural Holding 
Agreement. There are four farms, four 
commercial premises and four dwellings. 
The total value at the end of 2004 was 
£16.5 million. 

Who looks after our glebe land? 

The glebe is managed by three glebe 
agents, each covering 9 or 10 deaneries. 
They currently report to the Glebe 
Committee chaired by Sir Brian Smith 
and comprising of a further 12 members. 
The day to day administration is under- 
taken by the Glebe and Buildings’ 
Department at Diocesan Church House. 

How important is it*for the diocese? 
Income from glebe land and property in 
2004 amounted to £514,000 and in 
addition income from investments 
amounted to £1,056,000. This income 
represents 9% of the total Diocesan 
income. This investment portfolio has 
been built up over the years from capital 
receipts from glebe sales and was valued 




at £20.9 million at 31 December 2004. 

Why is some of it sold off? 

The Glebe Committee’s role is that of 
trustee under Charity Law and therefore 
their principal purpose is to ensure that 
the assets are used to maximise income. 
Land use is constantly monitored and 
wherever possible land values are 
enhanced by seeking planning permis- 
sion for development. Where this is 
unlikely, land is sold off as and when 
vacant possession is obtained. 



Challenging teenage attitudes to sex 




BBC2 has begun a series of three TV pro- 
grammes entitled, ‘No Sex please we’re 
teenagers’ a kind of reality TV show in 
which twelve young people aged between 
15 and 17 pledge not to have sex for five 
months. 

What marks this out though is that it has 
sprung from the vision of two Christian 
Youth workers, Dan Burke and Rachel 
Gardner. They have put together a 
‘Romance Academy’ to challenge young 
people’s attitudes to sex and present an alter- 
native to the world most teenagers grow up 
in. Dan and Rachel, the programme com- 
mentator notes, ‘have such faith in this proj- 
ect that they have put their jobs on hold and 
their reputations on the line!’ 

The 12 young people in the programme, 
with one exception, have all been sexually 
active, one since the age of 12. Most of 
them lost their virginity when drunk and 



share a feeling that it wasn’t all it was 
cracked up to be. Sex has continued to be a 
key feature of their relationships since, 
‘Once you pop it’s difficult to stop,’ one of 
them says and they are sceptical about the 
benefits of abstaining for five months but 
do all commit to the project. 

At the time of going to press only one 
episode had been aired, covering the first 
few weeks of the project. Rachel and Dan 
talk openly and honestly with the group 
and the discussion is open, at times funny 
and also very real. The programme follows 
the group onto a residential and through 
the things that go badly and the things that 

go well It’s quite a journey and the 

group begin to learn a lot about each other 
and themselves. Even in this first episode 
many of the teenagers start to view rela- 
tionships in a different way and consider 
themselves to have grown - by way of the 
challenge as well as what they are learning 
and experiencing. 

The programme then changes location as 
the group travel to America and visit a 
Church that heavily promotes the 
Abstinence message. 

The group struggle in their encounter 



with the Church there. They are, bar one, 
non-Christians and one of them remarks 
that the experience was like ‘Jumping in at 
the deep end when you don’t know how to 
swim!’ It also seems that the approach of 
the American church doesn’t employ the 
same level of dialogue and negotiation as 
Rachel and Dan do with the group. It cer- 
tainly fuels conversation though! 

The first episode ends there with the 
promise of further challenges to come 

I was incredibly impressed with the 
youth workers involved and the young peo- 
ple for their willingness, honesty and vul- 
nerability. If you are interested in under- 
standing the sexual climate teenagers are 
growing up in then this is definitely a pro- 
gramme to watch. Even more though, it is 
a programme to watch if you are interested 
in helping teenagers to be able to think 
about how they view themselves and rela- 
tionships, and if you are interested in chal- 
lenging the norms of a sex saturated socie- 
ty where our young people are often the 
casualties. 

More information on the project can be 
found on www.romanceacademy.org 
Ian Macdonald is the Diocesan Youth Adviser 




DO YOU HAVE A BOOK TO PUBLISH? 

We are currently seeking books in all genres. . 
Please contact us for details. 

Serendipity 

Dept D, First Floor, 37/39 Victoria Road 
Darlington DL1 5SF 
Tel/Fax: 0845 130 2434 
e-mail: serendipityinfo@tiscali.co.uk 



The Latimer Trust 

Oxford Diocesan Evangelical Fellowship 

‘Passion for the Gospel: Hugh Latimer 
(1490-1555) Then and Now’ 

Revd Professor Alister McGrath 

Professor of Historical Theology, Oxford University 
Director, 

Oxford Centre for Evangelism and Apologetics 

An open lecture on the 450th anniversary of the 
martyrdom of Bishop Hugh Latimer 

Wednesday 12th October 
7.30pm for 8pm 

St Andrew’s Church, Linton Road, Oxford, 0X2 6UG 
Further information from: 

Peter Ackroyd, 01234 768391 

www.latimertrust.org 



the Door Features for November 

Financial Services 
Retreats - Winter and Spring, 
Stewardship, 

Christmas Services 

To advertise in these features, 
please call 0207 417 5800 



Qualified Relief 
Organist Available 

Many years of experience in 
parish work. 

Services Sundays and Weekly 
Weddings and Funerals 
John - 01993 845 633 



FREE 

BLUE CHOIR 
ROBES 

Assorted sizes 
available 

Contact 

Alison Parkinson 
St Nicholas, 
Marston 

01865 761329 
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to the editor 



Sex, drink and self-respect 



In this issue of The 
DOOR we look at 
drinking (page 3) 
and under-age sex 
(page 8): never let it 
be said diocesan newspapers 
are afraid to tackle serious 
issues! The Government, 
pushing its new round the 
clock drinking laws, isn’t keen 
to link the two, but the candid 
teenagers in the TV Series No 
Sex Please We’re Teenagers 
(reviewed by our diocesan 
youth adviser) have no such 
compunctions. All aged 
between 15 and 17, some 
have been sexually active since 
the age of 12 and are frank 
about their first forays into 
sex - almost universally, alco- 
hol, ‘got them into bed’. 

Almost all seem to regret it 
and, though they are initially 
reluctant about the premise 
behind the TV series (sexual 
abstinence for five months), 
they quickly re-evaluate what 
they want from a relationship. 
The series producers don’t say 
whether the group’s alcohol 
consumption drops with their 
lack of sexual activity, but I 
for one would be ready to 
hazard a guess that it does. 

The one time (in the two 
out of three episodes aired so 
far) they lose control and the 
new relationship boundaries 
are crossed is when alcohol is 
smuggled in. The message is 
simple - drink changes the 
way you behave. Ironically, 
the drinks industry is quite 
happy with this message - 
they plough millions into 
advertising \yhich reinforces 
this fact, though this insists 



that sexual 
attraction and, 
failing that, sol- 
ace, are what 
drinkers will find 
at the bottom of their beer or 
wine glass, not a lack of self- 
respect. 

In a world where self- 
esteem is linked so strongly to 
sexual attractiveness, this 
message is potentially fatal, 
particularly for youngsters in 
search of establishing their 
own identities. 

What is so inspiring about 
this TV series is how quickly 
the youngsters find their self- 
esteem built through a shared 
goal, a group relationship, 
and some quality time with 
the two project leaders, both 
Christian youth workers. For 
most, this seems more than 
adequate replacement for 
uncommitted sexual relation- 
ships and drink. Though one 
of the 12 teenagers has a pow- 
erful experience of God while 
in the States, the series isn’t 
about conversion, but it is 
about transformation. And 
the relationships established 
by the two Christian leaders 
are truly transformational. Of 
course, we don’t know yet if 
any ‘fall off the wagon’ but 
the frankness, and the ope- 
ness to new ideas shown by 
these youngsters is inspiring. 

If only our political leaders 
could be so honest in their 
policy making, instead of 
threatening teenagers with 
ASBOs and jail terms on the 
one hand, and pouring 
alcohol down their throats 
with the other. 




Gender inclusivity; the poetry of the Psalms; plum chutney 



Gender-inclusivity 

I’M a little perturbed to find 
that our Flying Bishop 
regards gender-inclusivity as 
a form of idolatry (page 8, 
September DOOR). Could 
it be that (I’m sure quite 
unwittingly) he is allowing 
the totally male ideal to 
become an idol also? If he is 
so worried about the labour- 
ers in the harvest being few, 
wouldn’t it seem to make 
sense to give thanks to the 
Lord for sending out women 
and homosexuals to share 
the work? 

Eileen Davis 

Oxford 

THE Bishop of Ebbsfleet, in 
his article on Alpha in the 
September DOOR, rightly 
maintains that the Church 
should focus on ‘the big pic- 
ture’ and especially on ‘lov- 
ing God with all our heart 
and mind and strength’. But 
I do not agree that this 
should be at the expense of 
issues relating to gay 
Christians or to women in 
the Church. He continues: ‘I 
am sick of the Church’s 
domestic debates: gay sex 
and civil partnerships, 
women and the episcopate. 
Very few people are directly 
affected by homosexuality. 
Very few women aspire to 
high office in the church.’ I 
believe that the Bishop miss- 
es the point here. These are 



Revd Dr Adrian Chatfield, 

Tutor, Wycliffe Hall, is to be 
also NSM in Wallingford 
Team Ministry; Revd Paul 
Cowan, Assistant Curate at 
All Saints, Wokingham, 
Sonning Deanery, is seconded 



not primarily ‘domestic 
debates’ nor are they prima- 
rily about the feelings or 
aspirations of individuals. 
They go much wider. They 
are precisely about the ‘big 
picture’ of God's love for 
every one of us and of our 
response to that love. The 
real question is this: how 
can the Church honestly 
lead people (through Alpha 
and in other ways) into 
making that response while 
it still fails to demonstrate 
God's all-inclusive love in its 
own practice? 

Penny Nairne 

by email 



Saying the Psalms 
ATTENDING weekday wor- 
ship recently, I encountered 
a peculiar method of saying 
the Psalms, which seems to 
me to be most objection- 
able, for a number of rea- 
sons. I understand this 
emanated from a theologi- 
cal college and thought that 
your readers ought to be 
aware of something which 
could, if it becomes wide- 
spread, be seriously detri- 
mental to worship. 

When we came to say the 
psalm, I proceeded accord- 
ing to the usual practice, 
pausing at the mid-verse 
break as at a punctuation 
mark, and then continuing. I 
realised the rest of the con- 
fer a year to St Cyprian's 
Cathedral, Diocese of 
Kimberley, South Africa; 
Revd Philip Derbyshire, 
NSM in the Buckingham 
Deanery Group Ministry, is to 
be Associate Priest, 
Buckingham; Revd Michael 
Goode, Team Rector, 
Abingdon, is to retire; Revd 
Tony Holmes, Associate Vicar, 
St Peter's Iver, Burnham and 



gregation had stopped, so I 
stopped and waited for them 
to start again with the sec- 
ond half of the verse. We 
reached the end of the verse, 
and I expected another long 
pause, which would seem 
logical, but in that case they 
carried straight on. 

Somewhat bemused, I 
eventually realised that if I 
said ‘pom tiddly pom’ to 
myself at the mid-verse 
break, I would get the 
length of the pause right. 

As a life-long Anglican, 
brought up in the days when 
matins was the principal 
Sunday service, I have been 
used to saying and singing 
the Psalms for upwards of 
50 years. At no time have I 
ever heard the suggestion 
that it is correct to insert a 
yawning gap of several sec- 
onds in the middle of each 
verse. Where has this notion 
suddenly come from? and 
why? 

The Psalms are poetry, 
and should be read in a nat- 
ural manner, so that they 
flow, not in a series of jerks. 
The poetic convention in 
which they were written is 
that the second part of each 
verse completes, comple- 
ments or in some way bal- 
ances the first, and each 
verse contains one idea. ‘The 
Lord is my shepherd (pom 
tiddly pom) Therefore can I 
lack nothing’ Quite ridicu- 

Slough Deanery, is to retire; 
Revd Mark Laynesmith, 
Assistant Curate in the 
benefice of Tadcaster with 
Newton Kyme, Diocese of 
York, is to be Chaplain at the 
University of Reading; Revd 
James Tomkins, Assistant 
Curate, Lavendon Benefice, is 
to be Assistant Curate, 
Risborough Team Ministry; 
Revd Barbara Webb, NSM 



lous. 

An even more serious 
objection is that this could 
be a barrier to worship. If 
even an Anglican of long- 
standing like me can be 
caught out, someone new to 
the Church could feel humil- 
iated and embarrassed and 
conclude that church is only 
for the ‘in group’. Surely we 
should be trying to ensure 
that worship is accessible to 
all, rather than setting 
unnecessary (and stupid) 
trip-wires for the congrega- 
tion. 

Mrs S L Houlton 

Longworth, Abingdon 



Plum recipe saved the 
day! 

Having moved into a prop- 
erty with six plum trees, 
laden with fruit this year, I 
was very pleased when I 
typed in Plum Chutney on 
my search engine to be given 
your recipe. I made my chut- 
ney yesterday and doubled 
the quanitiy. I was thrilled 
with the result! My family 
really love chutneys of all 
descriptions and I am sure 
that this will become a 
favourite. 

Thankyou for sharing this 
recipe and I will forward my 
jars for sharing with other 
members of my family. 

Nicky Pell 

by email 

Assistant Curate at St 
Michael's Cumnor, Abingdon 
Deanery, is to be NSM St 
Denys Stanford in the Vale, 
Vale of the White Horse; Revd 
Christopher Walker, Rector, 
South Moreton with North 
Moreton, Aston Tirrold and 
Aston Upthorpe, is to be 
Associate Priest, St Michael 
& AH Angels and St Nicolas, 
Abingdon. 
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Building faith and commun 
in Church of England scho< 



A new debate has erupted over faith schools as the government pro- 
poses to increase the number of religious schools. 

A poll in the wake of the London terror alert reported that 64% of 
people were against the idea of giving state funding to more faith 
schools. Yet across the country, and this Diocese, places at Church of 
England schools are fought over and highly prized by parents who 
have no faith themselves. What do our church schools offer that 
makes them so successful, both with parents, the community, and the 
league tables? Rebecca Paveley and Natalie Abbott spoke to a 
Christian headteacher, a vicar and Diocesan education chiefs to find 
out. And below, Sally Jarman explains what she values about her local 
church school for her own two children. 



'FAITH school* is a relatively 
new term which has invaded 
the education debate. Church 
of England schools were orig- 
inally described as ‘schools of 
religious character’ and many 
parents see them as different 
from the faith schools so hotly 
debated in the media at pres- 



ent. ‘Faith school’ is usually 
taken by the public to be an 
exclusively Muslim, Jewish or 
Christian school like the 
Emmanuel school in Oxford. 
But faith is at the heart of the 
establishment of our church 
of England schools, though 
uniquely, they are almost 



always community schools 
too, required to take children 
from a catchment area, 
regardless of their faith. 

This task of serving the 
community is key to the mis- 
sion of the church in the dio- 
cese, and is at the heart of the 
Christian faith. The Bishop of 




Precious 
to God 
and to us! 



At Framland we care for elderly 
Christians in a loving, family 
atmosphere, with social activities, 
outings, Home Visitors and the spiritual 
support for which Pilgrim Homes is 
renowned. 



Set in its own lovely gardens, Framland is 
within easy reach of the M4, the M40, 
the A41 and the A34. 



To find out more, call Manager Barbara 1 
k Margetts on 01235 769876, or email 
barbara.margetts@wfcsmail.com 

www.pilgrimhomes.org.uk 



Reading, the Rt Revd Stephen 
Cottrell, has recently taken over 
as chair of the diocesan board of 
education. He places the Gospel 
message firmly at the heart of the 
church’s - and the Diocese’s - 
education policies. 

In a recent address, he said: 
‘We believe that the environ- 
ment of faith is the best envi- 
ronment in which to nurture 
and educate young people. 
And because the truth directs 
us to love each other with gra- 
cious, tolerant and accepting 
openness, we build an envi- 
ronment in church schools 
that is able to honour God 
and also honour people of all 
faiths or of no faith at all. 

‘We help those who are 
already Christian and we lay 
before others the delights and 
challenges of the Christian 
faith without coercion or 
judgement.’ 

There are 280 Church of 
England schools in the 
Oxford Diocese, more than 
half of which are over-sub- 
scribed - suggesting that par- 
ents aren’t concerned about 
sending their children to a 
‘faith’ school, even if they 



don’t share the Christian 
faith. Of course, it helps that 
our schools tend to be at the 
high achieving end of all the 
school league tables. 

'I have Muslim and 
Hindu children in 
my school and, 
when their parents 
apply, they say they 
want their children 
to be in a church 
school because they 
want them to be in 
place where religion 
is valued, even if it 
isn't their own 
religion' 

Sue Newby, head- 
teacher 

There is enormous variety 
within Church of England 
schools. Voluntary aided 



schools teach their own faith 
during Religious Education 
lessons, though they also 
teach youngsters about other 
faiths too. Voluntary con- 
trolled Church of England 
schools have to teach the 
locally agreed religious educa- 
tion policy. 

Schools have a varying 
amount of contact with the 
local Anglican clergy - levels 
depend on individual heads, 
and individual clergy. 

The Revd David Wales, 
priest in charge of Weston 
Turville, Buckinghamshire said 
he and his assistant priest visit 
their local school frequently 
for worship, teaching and pas- 
toral care of teachers and 
pupils, and the school uses the 
church several times a yean 

He said it wasn’t all about 
contact with the vicar, howev- 
er, and that the church runs a 
successful summer holiday 
club which was used by 
around 100 children. 

Asked what he hopes to 
achieve by having close rela- 
tions with the school, he said: 
‘We want to make contact, 
build bridges, keep the 



Why our church school 1 



WHY do my children attend a 
Church of England Primary 
School? Well,. to be absolutely 
honest sending our children to 
a C of E school was as much a 
consequence of geography as 
faith - initially. 

In the maelstrom that is 
moving house I confess it was 
the SATs results and class sizes 
of all the schools in our new 
catchment area that I pored 
over. But in the end the only 
school we visited before feel- 
ing happy we had found ‘the 
right one’ just happened to be 
five minutes walk from our 
new home, in the village itself. 

It also just happened to be a 
C of E primary, a factor I now 
firmly believe is an important 
part of the school’s success (it 
is oversubscribed at a time 
when demographics are see- 
ing many village schools 
close). I feel that the strong 
ethos of the school echoes the 
principles of Christian life, 
and those by which we try to 
live at home (with varying 
degrees of success!) 

It’s not a ‘high’ church 
school and certainly not all of 
its families, or teachers, attend 
church of any denomination 



regularly. Those who have a 
faith are not all C of E and not 
all Christians. But I don’t know 
of any who object to their chil- 
dren being taught to love their 
family and neighbours, respect 

'Even if the chil- 
dren at our school 
one day reject or 
rebel against 
Christianity I 
believe the sense of 
belonging that they 
experienced in the 
bosom of their 
CofE primary 
school and local 
church will always 
remain with them 
as a good basis for 
living' 

and think of others, and use 
their talents well. 

Hopefully these principles 



would be a priority at any 
school but backed here by the 
weekly presence of our Team 
Vicar and local church, as 
well as RE lessons exploring 
many faiths, I think they gain 
context and substance which, 
in turn, make them a viable 
way of life for today. 

The fact that the whole 
school trips over to the local 
church seasonally for Harvest 
Festival and Christmas con- 
certs, as well as using the his- 
toric and holy space for their 
yearly ‘leavers’ assembly’, and 
that a group of local church- 
goers give up odd mornings 
and an entire week in the 
summer to run children’s 
activities that are mainly 
attended (voluntarily) by chil- 
dren from the school, encour- 
ages a sense of familiarity, 
welcome and importance in 
the church community. 

And that’s a big point for 
me - community. Whether we 
live in a village, town or city 
we are not islands - whatever 
Simon and Garfunkel say. 

We thrive if we belong and 
feel needed and valued. In an 
environment where we are 
wanted and respected we feel 
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Sally and her two children, who attend their local Church of England primary school, photo Natalie Abbott 



responsible and are less likely to 
want to destroy or damage it. Even if 
the children at our school one day 
reject or rebel against Christianity I 
believe the sense of belonging that 



they experienced in the bosom of 
their CofE primary school and local 
church will always remain with them 
as a good basis for living, and that 
can only be a good thing for 



society can’t it? 

Sally Jarman will take over as acting 
editor of the DOOR from October 
2005, for a period of maternity leave 
cover. 



A service in celebration of church schools in Christ the Cornerstone, 
Milton Keynes, photo Frank Blackwell 



elps my children belong 



ity 

Is 

rumour of God alive, and hopefully 
excite all to explore the Christian 
faith.’ 

Sue Newby has been headteacher 
of a voluntary controlled school, 
Wroxton in north Oxfordshire, for 
23 years. 

She was recently ordained as an 
OLM - an ordained local minister. 

She said many of her parents do 
consider their own beliefs very care- 
fully before they send their children 
to a church school. 

‘Parents often say they want their 
children to be in a school where there 
is a strong Christian ethos. 

‘It also appeals to parents that C of 
E schools are often quite high in the 
league tables but the ethos and 
expectations we have of our children 
do feed into our academic results. 

‘I have Muslim and Hindu chil- 
dren and when their parents apply, 
they say they want their children to 
be in a church school because they 
want them to be in place where reli- 
gion is valued, even if it isn't their 
own religion. 

‘I do also have quite a large per- 
centage of Christian parents in my 
school - they want their children in an 
environment where God is valued.’ 
Director of Education, Leslie 
Stephen, agrees. 



He said: ‘Church schools are pop- 
ular with parents of different faiths 
and backgrounds because they take 
God seriously. 

‘In our diocese our schools are 
firmly routed in the mission of the 
church and we believe that they are 
here to serve the whole community, 
just as the church is there to serve the 
entire parish.’ 

The Church of England has 
backed the government’s plan to 
increase the number of faith 



schools. Its policy, and also that 
of this Diocese, is to support 
Muslim, Jewish and other faith 
schools as a positive sign of the 
secure place of people of other 
faiths in the UK. 

As our schools strive to con- 
tribute to community cohesion 
from a solidly Christian base, so it 
is hoped other faith schools will 
promote self-respect and self-con- 
fidence in their pupils - the best 
antidote to discord. 



Be arrange 



Tearfund’s gift for you this Christmas 



Introduce nine-year-old Nan, a tsunami survivor, to 
your Christmas service with Tearfund s free Be an angel 
CD-Rom box set. Trauma counselling from Tearfund 
partner Siam Care is helping Nan to lead a normal life 
again. You’ll see how Christians are being angels all 
around the world — sharing the good news of Jesus’ birth 
with people living in poverty. 

Be an angel is a moving three-minute presentation 
which will add to your Christmas service. 

Includes Circle Time ideas for children. \ \ / 

Also available on video. 

To order Be an angel- free - visit www.tearfund.org/beanangel, 

call 0845 355 8355, ^ 

or email resources@tearfund.org - quoting ref DO. x|\ 



100 Church Road 
Teddington 
Middlesex 
TW11 8QE 

Registered Charity No. 265464 
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The benefits of short-term service 





By Jonathan 
Spencer, 
Tearfund 

Many people often 
have a growing per- 
ception of the world 
around them, but not 
always the chance to 
make a difference 
beyond a more famil- 
iar comfort zone. 
Tearfund’s Transform 
programme is 

enabling committed 
Christians to do 
exactly that — help- 
ing communities, 
often overseas in 
developing countries 
whilst experiencing 
the diversity of cul- 
tures or a different 
way of life. For those 
seeking a rewarding, 
purpose driven chal- 
lenge it is nothing 
short of the experi- 
ence of a lifetime. 

Each year up to 
30 Transform teams, 
groups of about a 
dozen individuals, 
aged 18 and upwards, 
work in 20 countries 
including the UK. 
Some teams focus on 
practical tasks such as 
building, painting and 
decorating. Many 
work with children, 
or with local 
Christians, providing 
spiritual support to 
the vulnerable. 

Transform has the 
ability to motivate 
Christians that are 
involved in local 
churches across the 
UK and . Ireland. 
There is no upper age 
limit but people need 
to be flexible and able 



to contribute to the 
team. By already 
growing in their rela- 
tionship with God 
and being part of a 
local Christian group, 
that can support them 
in prayer, they can 
accomplish activities 
and short-term proj- 
ects that they previ- 
ously never imagined 
they could be part of. 

Andrea, an 

Accounts 
Administrator from 
the West Midlands, 
spent four weeks in 
Calcutta, India, with 
Tearfund’s local part- 
ner, Emmanuel 

Ministries. She picks 
up her story in the 
vast slum areas of the 
city. 

“We drove along 
the streets of Calcutta 
taking in the sights 
for what seemed 
hours - street sellers 
setting up their stalls 
for the long day 
ahead, children wash- 
ing in the street, 
laughing and playing, 
people sat in every 
doorway chatting and 
staring into space. 
The streets were lit- 
tered with rubbish, 
dirt and debris, pave- 
ments were torn up 
and animals roamed 
aimlessly. Smells of 
incense, freshly 
cooked food with 
herbs and spices and 
sewage filled the air. 

‘So this is 
Calcutta’, I thought. 
‘How on earth am I 
going to get through 
the next month?’ The 
first few days passed 
in a blur. A sea of 



faces everywhere we 
went. 

“Our first stop 
was a midway house 
some distance outside 
of Calcutta, where 
they took in drug and 
alcohol abusers, 
mainly young adults. 
They spent the first 
15 days in detox then 
moved to the main 
building for support, 
encouragement and 
were prepared for a 
new life. 

“I was struck by 
the people I met there 
- so friendly and 
happy. They said they 
felt blessed that they 
had been given a sec- 
ond chance in life. We 
spent the day playing 
games with them and 
chatting about experi- 
ences and dreams. 
They seemed so 
happy to see us. I was 
overwhelmed. They 
had come through 
such dark times and 
here they were laugh- 
ing and rejoicing. Just 
being there with them 
was making an 
impact on their lives 



and mine. The 
thought that we had 
come from England, 
taken the time to 
come and visit them 
had given them a 
hope, they said, a 
sight into a different 
life and a thought that 
people do care.” 

Such experiences 
are common and can 
often lead those who 
travel with Transform 
to deepen their faith 
and a realisation of 
the role their faith can 
play in a needy world. 

Tearfund also 
works in countries 
with communities 
that have previously 
been torn apart by 
war or internal con- 
flict. Transform teams 
are able to visit these 
places with an open- 
ness to understand. 
To unpack a different 
culture and to listen 
to stories from those 
so acutely affected 
can shape a personal 
perspective with a 
sense of realism and 
context. Showing 
kindness, a warmth of 



spirit through a smile, 
or practical help on a 
building project, can 
also communicate the 
love of Christ. 

Almost 10 years 
on from the devastat- 
ing genocide in 
Rwanda, Sarah, a stu- 
dent from Bristol 
University, shares 

something of the 
Rwanda she experi- 
enced with a 
Transform team, 

spending six weeks 
helping to build hous- 
es for families affect- 
ed by the genocide. 

“I couldn’t help 
but wonder just what 
goes through their 
heads when they see 
each other? Have they 
really forgiven? Have 
they really resolved to 
put the past behind 
them for the sake of 
the future? 

“Children who 
once sat on opposite 
sides of the classroom 
according to their 
tribe now choose to 
spend their summer 
holidays standing side 
by side in a chain 



passing mud to make 
bricks to build a 
house for a genocide 
widow, a lady named 
Florida. It doesn’t 
seem to matter to 
them whether Florida 
is a Hutu or a Tutsi, 
what matters is that 
her house is falling 
down, there is a huge 
hole in the roof where 
water pours in during 
rainy season but these 
young people are 
determined to build 
her a new one. 

“As I see these 
people working 
together I am left with 
a deep sense of admi- 
ration for them. 
These are people who 
have had to deal with 
seeing their parents 
killed in front of their 
own eyes, or taken 
from them and put in 
prison, tiny children 
who were left to fend 
for themselves and 
their siblings, 

teenagers haunted by 
indescribable memo- 
ries. For these young 
people it is too 
painful for them to 



dwell on the past. 
They know they must 
look to the future.” 

Transform pro- 
grammes support the 
work of Tearfund 
partners — develop- 
ment projects that 
continue beyond the 
team’s involvement, 
leaving local families 
and communities 
encouraged to carry 
on the work. 

The teams cross a 
range of activities - 
from physical work 
such as maintenance, 
building or making 
water tanks, to more 
relational tasks with 
children, young peo- 
ple or adults in a vari- 
ety of projects. These 
can include helping 
children with disabili- 
ties, holiday clubs and 
teaching English. 

Many people 
return from 

Transform with 
renewed faith, deter- 
mined to make a dif- 
ference in a hurting 
world. Hugh, an 
anthropology and 
geography student. 



eager to find out 
about life in a differ- 
ent culture, experi- 
enced the harsh urban 
environment of 
Metro Manila’s rub- 
bish tip communities. 
Here some of the 
Philippines’ poorest 
people live. In the 
shadow and stench of 
the dumps, that grow 
daily not far beyond 
the rich suburbs, they 
seek out a living trad- 
ing a sprawling city’s 
rubbish for a few 
pesos. 

Hugh says the 
best thing about the 
Philippines is the peo- 
ple. He has made 
friendships amongst 
some of the world’s 
poorest — and 
deserves the last 
word. 

“I wanted to do 
something for God 
and spiritually grow. 
That happened!” 

For further informa- 
tion visit the 
Transform website: 
http://youth.tear- 
fund . org/transf orm 




Leave the crowd control behind! 
Find a really rewarding alternative . . . 



Teachers of all subjects, from primary to A level, required for the children 
of missionaries overseas. TEFL and Special Needs 
welcomed. Applicants need to be committed Christians ready to live out 
and share their faith in a cross cultural context. Staff expected to live by 
faith or on a basic allowance. 

Contact info@uk.wec-int.org or ring Christine on 01753 278103 

Teachers can make a significant 
contribution to world evangelisation 




A special offer for 



all readers 



Christians Abroad is a unique organisation, giving advice and assistance to people 
across the whole Christian spectrum — from volunteering to working overseas; 
career advice; coaching and offers services as diverse as recommendations on 
insurance to criminal record checks. 

Their 85-page Guide to Volunteering and Working for Development details 
over 250 agencies looking for volunteers. It includes secular as well as Christian 
organisations because they believe Christians make a significant contribution in 
every part of the voluntary sector. 

In partnership with The Church of England Newspaper & the Door, 
Christians Abroad are offering up to 500 of the Guide to Volunteering and 
Working for Development 2005 at only £2.00 — less than half price. For a copy, 
contact recruitment@cabroad.org.uk or telephone 0870 770 7990. 



WORLD SERVICE ENQUIRY 







Rebuilding lives, building faith 



IMAGINE -A 

WORLD WHERE 
...You work against 
the backdrop of 
another language, a 
different culture, in a 
place where the mar- 
ket sells exotic ingre- 
dients you’ve never 
seen before ... 

Your students’ 
parents always come 
to see you on parents’ 
evening ... they share 
with you about their 
work, as well as their 
children ... you are 
working together for 
world evangelisation 

A geography field 
trip can take you to 
see flamingos, croco- 
diles and pelicans ... 
or local factories 
making sugar, bis- 
cuits, fabrics and 
wigs. How about a 
history excursion to 




see the wonders of the 
Silk Road, normally 
the preserve of televi- 
sion documentaries 

Sounds idyllic? 
Well, it has its own 
challenges — differ- 
ent from those you 
faced at home. 
There’s no graffiti, 
and your pupils won’t 
swear at you, but you 
may need to teach 
more than your spe- 
cialist subject. You 
may have several 
native languages in 
your classroom, and 
different levels of 
English. Resources 
available may not be 
all you are used to. If 
ever you needed to be 
inventive, it’s now. 

Do you think you 
are a flexible kind of 
person, one who 
knows that God will 



never let you down? 
Be prepared to learn 
that lesson again ... 
There’s a pain barrier 
to cross when you go 
to live in a different 
place, without the 
familiar props. Yet lis- 
ten to this, from a 
young worker in West 
Africa: “I have fallen 



in love with the 
Senegalese people. It’s 
a joy to go to the vil- 
lage to spend time 
with them - they are 
so open, nice and hos- 
pitable.” 

Your colleagues 
will be different, more 
diverse than those at 
home. You may be 



the only maths 
teacher or the entire 
IT department. You 
may even be the only 
British citizen, yet all 
of your colleagues 
will be citizens of the 
Kingdom of Heaven. 

W E C 
International has over 
900 missionaries’ kids 



and they are a very 
special part of our 
family. Without 
teachers, house par- 
ents and other role 
models for them, 
many missionary 
families will be 
unable to stay in their 
field of service. If we 
want to reach the 
world for Jesus, those 
of us with the skills 
needed must be will- 
ing to go and to serve. 

Bourofaye 
Christian School, in 
Senegal is an impor- 
tant support ministry 
for cross-cultural 
workers seeking to 
spread the gospel in 
West Africa. Run by 
WEC International, it 
regularly has vacan- 
cies for staff. WEC 
also co-founded 
Grace International 
School in Thailand. 



We are also commit- 
ted to other schools 
around the world. All 
these schools require 
primary and second- 
ary teachers in most 
subjects. We welcome 



applications from 
teachers willing to 
serve for a year or 
more. 

For further details 
contact:info@uk.wec- 
int.org 







TAKE YOUR SKILLS 
TO CHINA 

Graduates in any discipline with Christian 
commitment needed to lead English Conversation 
and General Studies courses in Teacher Training 
Colleges in western China from August 2006. Two 
year appointments. Package includes adequate local 
salary with UK supplement, TEFL course, travel and 
health insurance, air fares, National Insurance, 
preparation course and resettlement grant. Interviews 
in December 2005, appointments made in 
February 2006. 

Further details on www.cabroad.org.uk. 
Application form from Christians Abroad, 
Room 237, Bon Marche Centre, 241 Ferndale 
Road, London, SW9 8BJ.Tel. 0870 770 7990, 
E-mail: recruitment@cabroad.org.uk 
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October Recipe: Super Special Spaghetti Bolognese 

by our cookery writer, Ann Way 

This is the evening treat when we feel in a pasta-eating mood. It is surprisingly easy to do - 
don’t be put off by the long list of ingredients, because anyone with a well stocked larder will 
probably have most of them and it’s worth buying in a few things. It’s my husband’s favourite 

‘quick meal’ and it doesn’t take me long to make. Honestly! 

■W* 

Ingredients 

About 2 pints of water 

1 lb (250g) spaghetti (ideally Italian fine spaghetti) 

1/2 lb (125g) best lean minced steak 
4 oz (63g) mushrooms, thinly sliced 
1 large onion, finely chopped 
1 400g tin of good plum tomatoes 
1 large garlic clove, finely chopped or pressed 
1 oxo cube 

1 tbsp olive oil or sunflower oil 

1 oz (small knob) of butter or margarine 

2 large bay leaves 

Method 

In a large frying pan heat the olive oil and butter. Then add the meat and the onion. Stir well 
until the onion becomes translucent and add the mushrooms. Stir around until the mushrooms 
are well coated with the oil and the meat has been lightly browned. Stir in the mixed herbs, 
the finely chopped or pressed garlic and the pinch of cumin powder. Crumble the Oxo cube 
over the meat mixture and stir in the tomato puree, Worcester sauce and glass of wine with 
the two bay leaves and the tinned plum tomatoes. Pour on 1/2 pint of boiling water and a 
good grinding of black pepper and a little grind of salt. Stir well and simmer over a gentle 
heat for at least 15 minutes. Keep stirring so it doesn’t catch on the bottom of the pan. 

While this is cooking, fill a large saucepan with boiling water with a teaspoon of sea salt 
and a drizzle of olive oil. Cook the spaghetti for about 10 minutes or so until soft but still 
has a little texture to it (‘al dente’). 

When everything is ready, drain the spaghetti and serve on individual warmed plates, divide 
the sauce between them and sprinkle with parmesan cheese. 



1 heaped tbsp of freshly chopped mixed 
herbs(if possible use parsley, oregano, 
sage, marjoram, thyme, basil) 

1 tsp of mixed dried Italian herbs 

grated parmesan cheese for topping 

1 tsp Worcester sauce 

1 glass red wine 

pinch of cumin powder 

freshly ground pepper and sea salt crystals 

1 tbsp tomato puree 

1 .tsp sugar . 



Sign up for a ‘praise party’ 



bv Natalie Abbott 

JUGGLING, storytelling, 
quizzes and worship; John 
Hardwick, who leads worship 
at Spring Harvest and Easter 
People is holding an all age 
Cool n’ crazy Praise Party 
during the opening seminar of 
‘To Walk with a Child’; a fan- 
tastic event aimed at anyone 
involved in children’s work, 
and youngsters themselves. 

Taking place on Saturday 
11 March 2006 at the 
Marlborough School, 
Woodstock, the workshops 
will focus on Children in the 
Church, Children in Worship 
and Opportunities for Church 
and School Links. 

Whether you’re involved in 
all-age worship or school 
assemblies, in need of new 
ideas or seeking an entirely 
new strategy for children in 
your church, interested in 
how the local school and 
church can work together or 
just concerned about how you 



can help your child grow in 
faith, this could be the day 
for you. 

There will be two kinds of 
workshops one designed for 
adults, the other for adults 
and children to explore 
together (although you don’t 
have to bring a child to enter 
these workshops!). They will 
cover topics which vary from 
‘being bold in school assem- 
blies’, ‘reaching under fives’ 
and ‘celebrating Holy days 
and Festivals’, to ‘planning 
and leading all age worship’, 
iusing your building for 
school visits’ and ‘walking 
and praying with children’. 
There will also be sessions on 
‘Godly Play’, ‘Glitter and 
Glue’ and ‘Dance and drama’, 
with interactive displays to 
walk through. 

‘To Walk With a Child’ will 
be an inspiring day for clergy, 
ministry teams, PCC mem- 
bers, children’s workers, 
school governors, teachers, 
parents and accompanied 



children alike and all are wel- 
come. Come as a family or 
church group and have a fun 
day learning together. 

For more information con- 
tact Jenny Hyson, Diocesan 
Children’s Adviser on 01865 
208 255. 



If you can't wait until March, 
Christian Research are holding 
a seminar on 'Reaching 
Tweenagers' at Baptist House, 
Didcot on Wednesday 23rd 
November, 10am-4pm. The 
seminar will explore signifi- 
cant results from a major, 
nationwide survey of the 
10-14 age group, offer the 
opportunity to think about the 
strategic importance of min- 
istry to tweenagers and 
provide ideas of what to do. 
Each participant will receive a 
free copy of the book and 
workbook. 

Cost is £48 (£24 for sec- 
ond person). For more infor- 
mation go to: www.christian- 
research.org.uk 



#* 



HOLY LAND 
PILGRIMAGE 

April 18-26, 2006 
£980 

3-Day Extension to Jordan 
£335 

Brochure from 
Rev. Richard Thomas 

01243 430613 



ALGARVE 



Luxury 3 bed Villa (all en-suite) 
Sleeps 6/8, near Carvoeiro. 
Own pool, all mod cons. 
Situated on Pestana Golf Resort 
Golf, Tennis, Outdoor bowls. 
Full details and brochure: 
Brian Chambers 



Tel: 02380 265683 



BOURNEMOUTH 

West Cliff 

B&B in charming 
garden cottage. Nr sea. 

Peaceful, warm 
welcome. Non smoking. 

Sorry no children or 
pets. Parking available. 

Tel: 01202 762532 



North Yorkshire 
Coast 
Near Whitby 

Luxury Holiday Cottage, 
sleeps 10, beach and 
village location. 

Tel: 07749 278354 

www.sandsendpavilion.co.uk 



SOMERSET 

HELWELL BAY 
WATCHET 
Caravans & chalets 
overlooking the sea. 

Half Price for Senior Citizens 

Tel: 01984 631781 

www.helwellbay.co.uk 



Holiday Advertising 

Want to attract the right 
clientele to your holiday home? 



TUSCANY 

Beautiful Holiday apartment 
overlooking the Tuscan Hills 
from within the medieval 
walls of Barga, sleeps 6. 

For more details, please visit 
www.tuscan-apartmentcom 
or call 0039 0583 710015 



Torbay’s historic fishing port 

Fully equipped Self-Catering 
Apartments. Magnificent 
Marina & Sea Views. Harbour, 
Coastal & Country Walks. 
Private parking. 

Tel: 01803 857361 



LLANDUDNO 

Adjacent to 
beach/pier. B&B £28. 

Dinner, Bed & 
Breakfast £35pppn. 






Tel: 01492 877369 

susan^unehamhouse.fsnet.co.uk 



Tuscany 

Garfagnana 

Delightfully restored 15C 
house, two bedrooms, in 
small mountain village. 
Superb views from upper and 
lower loggia. Glorious 
walking country. 

Please call Diane Goodwin on 

Tel: 01379 677 230 



Paying too much for 
the right ad? 

Do you want first class 
professional service? 






Holiday Villa to Rent in 

BARBADOS 

This spacious Villa is 
situated in St Michael, 
and features three 
bedrooms two bathrooms. 
Just 20 minutes walk to 
the nearest beach. 

Tel 01908 607639 



NORTH CORNISH 
COAST 

Very comfortable, 
well-equipped 4 bedroomed 
house, 5 minutes stroll away 
from the rolling atlantic! 
Available weeks in June and 
then from 28th August. 
For more details please call 
Sue on: 020 7924 5951 



Isle of Wight 

Sandown 

UK ♦♦♦ Friendly Family 
Hotel. 7 Nights Half 
Board, ferry inclusive 
from £199 

Special short breaks available 

Tel: 01983 402551 



MERGANSER CRUISES 

Come cruising with us on our 
converted 8-passenger barge 
MERGANSER in France in 2005. 

A REAL TREAT! Very relaxing, 
wonderful food and interesting 
conducted tours. Single travellers 
always welcome and no supplements. 
Special rates available for parties of 5 
or over. MERGANSER, DEPT CE, 31 
Wellington St, Hertford SG14 3 AN. 
Tel: 01992 550616 

Email: ukwh@bargedirect.com 



• hy not give our team 
we can do for ™ 




or you: 



Wells/ 

Glastonbury 

Self-catering short breaks & 
holidays. Our cottages are 
comfortable, warm, cosy 
and loved. See: 

www.pottingshedholidays.co.uk 

E-mail: 

info@pottingshedholidays.co.uk 

Tel: 01749 672 857 



FLORIDA 

Orlando 

4 bed, 3 bath, air- 
conditioned privately 
owned villa. Sleeps 8/1 0, 
own pool, minutes from 
Disney, Universal Studios. 
Full details / brochure 
Guy & Helen Hurrell 

Tel: 01865 326776 



Northumberland, Wooler, 

spacious holiday cottage to 
rent. Sleeps five, very comfort- 
able beds. Beautiful scenery 
and walking from the door. 
£230-£400, 10% clergy dis- 
count. Some weeks available 
this summer. 

joanne.grenfell @btintemet. 
com 0114 272 2545 



DEVON 

FARM COTTAGES 

3 miles beautiful North Coast, 
2 miles Exmoor, sleep 2-6. 

Heated Indoor Pool. 

A SGames Bam. Peace and 
quiet in secluded 34 acres. 
Short breaks available 

Tel: 01271 882376 

www.northcolefnanorfarm.co.uk 



BARBADOS 

ST. JAMES 

Luxury Beach Front 
cottages, villas, studio. 

020 8232 8128 

Web: www.barbados 
privatevillas.com 



FLORIDA 

KISSIMMEE 
3 bed, 2 baths, luxury villa 
near Disney & Universal 
Studios. Air conditioning, 
own pool, sleeps 6-8 
www.basslakesvilla.co.uk 

Tel: 01980 630950 



TRAVEL INSURANCE 

Arranged for The Door Readers 

ANNUAL TRAVEL INSURANCE 

From only £89,95 per couple in Europe 
Horn only £129.95 per couple Worldwide 



HI 


INSURANCE 


FT min 


Ji 


2 Weeks Europe - 
From only £18.95 per person 

(Price Vary Depending On Age) 


mm 



ffflB agr-££ We have Top Quality Travel Insurance with 
ajW L5S »» higher than normal age limits 

We can now sell annual insurance for people up to 80 years of age. 

60% Less Than Most High Street Agents 
Regulated & Licenced by the F.S.A. 

Call For Details 

S 0116 272 0500 H 



For a limited time, we are offering an ad in all 

WtfSnes — ■ 
of the Door for the price of 8!! 

Call us now on 020 7417 5841 or 
0207 417 5833! 

You can also email us at 
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A ringing success! 



VISITORS and exhibitors came 
from all over England for the 
bi-annual Bell Ringing 
Roadshow at Newbury 
Showground. 

Outside, you could play on 
mobile belfries to your hearts 
content; inside you could buy 
bell ropes, jewellery, clothes 
with your church logo, hand- 
bell music, antique clocks, ring- 
ing software, antiquarian 
books, knitwear with bells on, 
educational material and paint- 
ings of the Wren churches. 
Advice was available on all 
aspects of bell-ringing from 
organising an outing or 
restoration with local labour; 



how to deal with complaints 
about noise or, from the Zipper 
Society, how to continue with 
your ringing after you have 
undergone open-heart surgery! 

There were seminars on 
Church Bell Ringing during the 
World War II; assistance for the 
older learner; belfry mainte- 
nance as well as more usual 
subjects. Two recitals of tune 
ringing on handbells were avail- 
able by the internationally 
acclaimed Barfield Handbell 
Ringers of Thatcham, conduct- 
ed by Bill Butler; one time 
Master of the Oxford Guild. 

It was truly a diocesan wide 
event! 



A glimmer of hope for the children of Beslan 




The derelict Beslan park to be renovated by Christian agency World Vision, based in 
Milton Keynes, photo World Vision 



ONE year after the three-day siege in the 
North Ossetian town of Beslan claimed 
the lives of 331 children and parents, 
there is a glimmer of hope for the young- 
sters of Beslan and nearby towns. 

Christian aid agency World Vision, 
which is based in Milton Keynes, Bucks, 
has begun work on a large-scale rehabili- 
tation of a Beslan park, providing a much- 
needed space for local children to play 
and continue in their recovery. 

The site has been derelict but the 
restored parkland will feature park and 
tree areas, fountains, play equipment, 
walking paths, tennis and basketball 
courts and an outdoor lighted amphithe- 
atre for day and evening concerts. The 
project will also provide 10 schools in the 
area with sports equipment including 
football and basketball nets, balance 
beams and climbing frames in addition to 
sports kits for the students. 

Local university student Zalina 
Kantemirova, who lost her cousin during 
the siege said: ‘The children seemed to 

become older after the tragedy. You hear 
them laughing less and less and so rehabil- 
itation of the park is of great importance. 
Currently, children play on the streets 
between the cars and there is no place for 
recreation. The new park will help to 
return childhood to our children.’ 



In the days during and following the 
siege, World Vision was one of the first 
agencies to respond to the crisis by provid- 
ing medical equipment, supplies and toys 
to two local hospitals in the capital of 
Vladikavkaz. In the months following, 
World Vision has provided counselling and 
offered conflict resolution workshops with 
the aim of helping to reduce inter-ethnic 
tensions in the North Caucasus. 

‘During the past year World Vision has 
seen the beginning of healing but we know 



there is a long way to go,’ said David 
Womble, World Vision’s Russian 
Federation Programme Director. ‘We hope 
that time spent in the park that World 
Vision is rehabilitating will contribute to 
this healing.’ 

Beslan Park is being rehabilitated with 
contributions from World Vision New 
Zealand, UK, Ireland, Hong Kong, 
Switzerland, Australia and the Australian 
agency School Aid in addition to numerous 
private donations from around the world. 
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Paul Anderson-Walsh 

PG Dip Applied Theology 

Paul is the Principal of The 
Grace Project, the college he 
founded in 2000. Before the 
establishment of the college, 
Paul was the Director of Studies 
at the International Bible 
Institute of London, which, dur- 
ing his tenure, was reputed to 
be one of Europe's largest bib- 
lical based training organisa- 
tions. Paul's decision to resign 
his post and establish The 
Grace Project arose out of a 
deep-seated belief that the 
great need among Christian 
workers is not to be trained to 
"Work for Jesus" but to know 
Him as their total reality and to 
learn the secret of drawing 
their life and identity from Him 
alone. Paul specialises in 
teaching the replacement life of 
Christ and has authored sever- 
al articles on the subject. He is 
in increasing demand as a 
public speaker at numerous 
conferences around the world. 

The Grace Project Ecclesia's 
primary concern is to provide 
a bridge for people to cross 
over from the world of religion 
.... into a world of grace: 

Where who you already are 
naturally defines what you nat- 
urally do; 

Where you are free to be your- 
self; 

Where people help others 
because they are already 
accepted; and 

where there is no condemna- 
tion for those who are in Christ 

The primary focus of The 
Grace Project Ecclesia is to 
encourage the 'Saved but 
Sorr/, by introducing them to 
what we call the 'Gospel to the 
Saved'. The essence of this 
message can be found in 
Galatians 2:20, "it is no longer 
I who lives, but Christ that lives 
in me, and that life that I live, I 
live by the faith of the Son of 
God who loved me and gave 
His life to me." 



1 

New Release from Grace Project Publications 

li 


T t has been said that, “there are two types of people in}' 
Xthe world, those who live a life that they don’t have|j 
and those who have a life that they don’t live.” Whether ? 
the Christian life is something to be endured rather than 
an exciting life to be enjoyed depends upon what we 
understand about the nature of salvation. The Pathway 
is a new six part study guide exploring what the Grace 
Project calls “The Gospel to the Saved” Galatians 2:20 
“For I have been crucified with Christ, nevertheless I live; 
yet not /, Christ liveth in me.” 


Contents 


Pt 1. Labour Isn’t Working ~ From Churchianity 
to Christianity 


Pt 2. Burnout ~ An Agony to be Embraced 


Pt 3. Frightened by Freedom ~ The Counter 
* Intuitivism of Grace 


Pt 4. Perfecting the Perfect ~ From Separation to Union 


Pt 5. What’s Love Got to Do With It? 


Pt. 6. Safe & Sound 


For Further Information about our Seminars, 
Full & P/T Courses, Home Study, & Performing 
Arts Programmes visit our site 
www. thegraceproj ect.com 


To Order Your Copy of The Pathway now for £19.99 + p&p « 
email info info@thegraceproject.com or 


Tel: 020 8961 1687 
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Choosing cars that 
save the world 

By Johanna Thomas-Corr 




Here’s a new one to add to your Church trivia. Did you 
know that Archbishop Rowan Williams is unable to drive? 
He has always been driven everywhere by either his wife, his 
chaplain or other members of the clergy. However, that 
doesn’t mean that he doesn’t get a say in his transport. The 
Archbishop, who often speaks out about his concern for the 
environment, is leading a trend amongst senior ecclesiastical 
figures in choosing an ‘eco-friendly’ car, which will help to 
save the planet from greenhouse gases. 

The Archbishop’s official runaround is a ‘hybrid car’. 
For those of us whose interest in motors is limited to aes- 
thetic particulars, and who can’t fathom who would want to 
read the weekend driving supplements, this might conjure 
up the image of a Rolls Royce welded to the back of a bee- 
tle. In fact, it is a Honda car which has an electric motor and 
a petrol engine. The car’s electronics automatically run the 
petrol engine as necessary to keep the battery charged. In 
towns and cities, when the car is operating at low speeds, it 
is powered purejy by the electric motor. As the speed climbs, 
the petrol engine cuts in. The Archbishop’s office say that 
this ecological set of wheels has “no snarl”, and therefore 
causes less harm to the planet. 

Bishops’ (and Archbishops’) cars are acquired on 
Contract Hire for a four-year term. It’s more economic than 
direct purchase, as well as giving the Church Commissioners 
more control over costs, as the contract takes care of all the 
servicing expenses. Church House produces a list of 
Commended Cars from which bishops may choose. 

The list itself is fairly standard, confined to cars with 
engines from 1.41 to 2.21 from a selection of Citroen, Ford, 
Honda, Mazda, Peugeot, Renault, Skoda, Toyota, Vauxhall 
and Volkswagen. Most of these companies* give additional 
support to enable the Church to acquire the cars more eco- 
nomically. Rover were on the list until earlier this year. Now, 
however, the vogue is for ‘eco’ transport. 

In March of last year, the Bishop of Oxford, as some 
may already know, followed suit and took delivery of a new 
‘clean’ car. Since he clocks up over 10,000 miles per year, 
Bishop Richard plumped for a Toyota Prius, which Toyota 
claim is the most eco-friendly mass produced car on the 
planet. The car is leased for the Bishop by the Church 
Commissioners. 

The Bishop’s Chaplain, Michael Brierley, said: “Before 
this car, the Bishop drove a Rover out of respect for those 
who worked for the Rover plant in Oxford. But now that 
has undergone changes, and the Bishop decided it was time 



to get ecological.” 

Bishop Richard said: “No car is eco-friendly, but I am 
glad to be one of a growing number for whom environmen- 
tal considerations feature prominently in their choice of 

_ _ _ n 

car. 

The Bishop, who frequently takes buses to London, said 
he looked forward to the day “when our public transport 
systems are such that using the car is a less attractive 
option”. Then — maybe thinking more realistically — he 
added “roll on the technology when vehicles across the 
world do such minimal damage as the natural world can 
comfortably contain.” 

So are ‘hybrid-cars’ the new chic Anglican accessory? 
Church House can confirm that four other bishops have 
switched to hybrid cars. 

Although they wouldn’t name the other ecclesiastical 
followers-of-fashion, they commented: “We do encourage 
“green” driving: we have 1 liquid petroleum gas car (with a 
second on order) as well as two of the hybrid Toyota Prius 
and four Honda Civics.” For all wannabe bishops out there, 
the message is clear: green-up your ride. 



Honda Hybrid Civic Specifications 



Car Manufacturer 


Extra Urban 


Honda 


65.7 mpg 


Car Model 


Combined 


Civic IMA Executive 


57.6 mpg 


Body Type 


Insurance Group 


Saloon 


8 


Colour 


Euro NCAP Rating 


Satin Silver Metallic 


TBA 


Performance Manufacturers 


Warranty 


Figures 


3-year/90,000 mile 


0-62 mph 


(whichever comes first) 


12.8 seconds 


mechanical warranty 


Top Speed 


3 -year paint surface warran- 


111 mph 


ty 


Transmission 


6-year rust through warran- 


5-Speed Manual 


ty 


Fuel Type 


8-year/l 00,000 mile war- 


Petrol - Unleaded 


ranty for the IMA compo- 


Economy [ Manufacturers 


nents 


Figures ] 
Urban 


Price 


47.1 mpg 


£ 15,000 



Celebrating the Bible 
on Bible Sunday 

Another month passes, and another survey is unveiled 
about the Bible’s popularity (or unpopularity) amongst 
young people. Are the nation’s youth about to be swept 
away in a cloud of scripture-reading fervour, or will the 
day finally come when it’s a common mistake to confuse 
the term ‘Gospel’ with the latest trick of wizardry from a 
Harry Potter? You can be certain that each study is 
bound to contradict the previous one, and leave us all 
with an utterly baffling picture of whether the Bible real- 
ly does hold any sway with young people. 

Earlier this year, the highly respected academic, 
Terence Copley, published a survey of secondary school- 
aged pupils which revealed that most believed the Bible 
was still important. Results from Exeter University’s Prof 
Copley showed that three-quarters of young people dis- 
agreed with the statement "the Bible is no longer relevant 
because people no longer believe in God." Only 15 per 
cent said it was "a waste of time". 

The more positive attitudes to the Bible expressed by 
pupils contradicted the expectations of teachers who told 
researchers that when asked, children would say the 
Bible was "boring, old-fashioned, and uncool." 

Exactly a year ago, a different survey of 3,000 young 
people by marketing company Tickbox revealed that 
nearly two-thirds of 18- to 24-year-olds believe in the 
power of horoscopes, compared to just over a third who 
swear by the Bible. Admittedly, the two surveys moni- 
tored different age ranges, and asked of them different 
questions, but we often sweepingly take in this evidence 
as headlines - "Young People are Bored by Bible" - usu- 
ally because we have seen it reported in headlines! 

What we can learn from these two studies is firstly 
that the Bible may well hold more appeal to school-aged 
teens, than young people at university and in the first 
years of full-time careers, whose attention and interest 
often slips away at this stage. But what these surveys also 
demonstrate is the different kinds of value young people 
place on the Bible. Many may still assert it is "relevant", 
but how many are prepared to "swear" by it as an arti- 
cle of faith? 

Whatever the answer, we have to face the reality that 
we’re living in an increasingly secular climate. Call me 
irreverent, but at this stage, when it comes to young peo- 
ple, we can’t afford to get overly pedantic or precious 
about whether young people are approaching the Bible 
as a holy library of God’s word or, simply as a good read. 
The urgency lies in communicating the richness of what 
it has to offer - whether that is its theological or literary 
merits - through imaginative and challenging new 
expressions. Many of us who relish theological texts or 
just happen to be voracious readers, may think that the 
Bible is a miracle of terse storytelling, given it so suc- 
cinctly covers a multi-hued kaleidoscope of humanity. 

However, for many young people the Bible can appear 
far too big a book to even contemplate beginning. A 
young person may be hungry for the kernels of wisdom 
they suspect it may contain, but be over how to unlock 
the meaning. 

So does the future of the Bible have to rely on sexy 
spins? The pitfalls of such re- workings are too numerous 
too even touch on here, but in order to ignite enthusiasm 
in young people and make the scriptures ‘accessible’, 
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several specific dangers must by all accounts be 
avoided. Young people hate being patronised, and 
can detect smugly dumbed-down ‘fun’ Bibles from 
40 paces. Producing a biblical re-working which is 
either an ersatz or inauthentic mirage of the Bible 
will be an embarrassing insult to young people’s 
intelligence. 

The best re-writers of biblical stories aren’t 
condescending to their readers. They illuminate 
and reinvigorate the texts with modern and excit- 
ing language, and rich imagery, which adds 
verisimilitude and reinforces the stories’ humanity 
and universality; even better are the writers who 
can eke out humour! Most critical of all the 
requirements, though, is the drama, and the 
drama of the Bible is, rightly so, the principle 
theme of this year’s Bible Sunday (October 23). 

These narratives which are designed to make us 
laugh, or weep, or tremble are ironically written 
off by too many young people as remote or worse, 
boring. So in a society saturated with high-octane 
action films and soaps dripping with human 
dilemma, what better way to get them enthused 
than draw their attention to the wit, pathos and 
passion of the Gospel. 

In Revelations a recent anthology of responses 
to the Bible by famous writers — rather than 
Christian propagandists - the opening paragraph 
of AN Wilson’s essay sweetly sums up the thrilling 
significance of The Book. 

"You are holding in your hands a tiny book 
which has changed more human lives than The 
Communist Manifesto or Freud’s Interpretation of 
Dreams: a book which has shaped civilisations: a 
book which, for many people, has not been a 
gospel but The Gospel. " 

Here is genuine excitement about a book in 
which the human imperative shouts from every 
page - tales of love, doubt, suffering, temptation 
and forgiveness. For many discerning young 
adults who haven’t read the Bible, but who do 
admit theological curiosity, they could do a lot 
worse than this anthology from a spectacularly 
diverse group of writers including Bono, Fay 
Weldon and Will Self. 

Whilst this is a great ‘literary’ route into the 
Bible, for those who actually want to directly get 
to grips with the books, Rob Lacey’s best-selling 
title, The Word on the Street offers an excellent 
starting place. Lacey wrote this fresh, urban para- 
phrase of the Bible for those "who don’t count 
themselves as religious or churchgoers" for them 
to get the basic story. He wanted, he says "to kick 
out all the overly religious language, so they could 
at least have the chance of deciding what they 
thought about it. " 

Lacey is realistic about the scriptures: "The 
Bible is the most published book in the world, but 
probably not the most read book in the world, " he 
admits. 

"What happens is it starts at page one with 
Genesis and they love it, but by the time they get 
to Leviticus, they are struggling in a desert, and 
they don’t get any further. That is a crime that 
people miss out on all the brilliant stuff later on 
because they don’t realise that you don’t need to 
read it as a normal book. I’ve tried to summarise, 
let’s say some of the more slow moving bits and 
prioritise what is relevant to someone living in a 




town or city today, what would help them get the 
story of God and humanity. " 

A new guide to the Bible for young people 
(published by CWR) takes quite a different 
approach to Lacey. The authors believe that 
instead of trying to emphasise some passages and 
rush over others, readers will be able to enjoy all 
the books if they are provided with background 
explanation for each one. This recommendation is 
aimed more at the orthodox start-to-finish 
approach. 

"If you were to read a detective novel, you’d 
never start with the last few pages because you 
would not understand what had happened before, 
nor would you simply read a couple of random 
pages every week or so," the guide says. 

All this is certainly true, but many young peo- 
ple who are totally indifferent to the Bible will 
need a more tasty morsel to tempt them to discov- 
er the messages it 
offers. For younger 
teenagers, certainly the 
most original books on 
offer in the last few 
years have come from 
Mike Coles, the head of 
religious education at 
Sir John Cass' Church 
of England Secondary 
School in Stepney, east 
London. The Bible in 
Cockney (including 
such classics as Jesus 
making a Jim Skinner - 
dinner — for 5,000 
geezers with just five 
loaves of Uncle Fred - 
bread — and two Lillian 
Gish — fish) was a enor- 
mous success, and has 
been followed by the 
recent God’s Reality 
Show, in which biblical 
characters were con 
testants in a Big 
Brother-esque format. 

They were set chal- 
lenges such as hunting 
for their own food and 
weaving cloth in pairs 
(with unlikely pairings 
such as David and 
Saul). Samson was 
always a troublemaker, 
drinking too much 
wine under a tree. With 
the popularity of TV 



programmes such as Little Britain and The Fast 
Show, young people certainly have an appetite for 
the kind of quirky and absurdist humour on offer 
in these books. 

We live in an age of 24-hour entertainment 
which panders to short attention spans. The hec- 
tic nature of today’s society sadly means that 
many young people won’t persevere with archaic 
biblical language if they don’t receive instant grat- 
ification. We can get depressed about this, make 
doom-laden predictions, but then we may as well 
personally be hammering the final nail into the 
Bible’s coffin. We can now be relieved about, and 
celebrate, the many exciting creatives working 
within these limitations to produce fresh, new 
expressions of the Bible for modern life. 

Resources: 

Dear Bible, I have a Problem by Mike Coles is 
published by BRF, priced £5.99 , 

YP’s Special Edition: Guide to the Bible is pub- 
lished by CWR, priced £2.49 
Revelations is published in hardback by 
Canongate, priced £10 

Start Up - Bible Reading Guide published by 
Scripture Union, £12.50 for packs of five. 

For more information about Bible Sunday visit 
www. biblesociety.org.uk 
or call 01793 418100 
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Courses, Lectures, Seminars 



|gUgon| 

OCTOBER 

Sat 1 APPLETON Songs from 
the Shows to raise money for 
^Oxford Children’s Hospital 
Campaign. 7.30pm Appleton vil- 
lage hall. Tickets £10 adults, £5 
children available from village shop 
or Claire Barratt on 01865 863146. 
Sat 1 PRESTWOOD Holy 
Trinity Autumn Harvest Festival 
Concert 7.30pm; harvest flowers. 
Tickets 01494 866870 or on door. 
Sat 1 BANBURY The New Mill 
Male Voice Choir St Mary’s Church 
7.30pm. Tickets 01295 266788. 
Sat 1 - Tue 4 SANDHURST ‘A 
Celebration in Flowers, Words 6c 
Music’ Sat 10am-5pm; Sun 12- 
5pm; Mon, Tue 10am-4pm. 
Refreshments; musical interludes 
'Sat and Sun. 

Sat 1 - Sat 29 BANBURY 

images of Faith Exhibition’ St 
Mary’s Church 10am-4pm, free. 
01295 262370. 

Sun 2 STRATTON AUDLEY 

‘Will there be a Church of 
England in 40 years’ time?’ talk by 
author Nick Page, in church 6pm. 

Sun 2 IVER HEATH St 

Margaret’s Church (Victorian) 
open Sunday afternoons in Oct 
4-5. 30pm; Evening Prayer 6pm; 
refreshments. 

Wed 5 BICESTER A Journey 
through the Heart 6c Person of 



Jesus Christ’ talk by Bruce 
Marchiano Methodist Church 
7.30pm. 01869 246315. 

Thu 6 STOKE POGES (and 
every Thu) Quiet Garden Open 
9.45am-3pm. Talk 10am. Stoke 
Park Farm, Park Rd. 01753 
644273, 643050. 

Fri 7-SUN 9 TRING The 

Wonders of Creation’ Festival of 
Flowers 6c Crafts 10am-5pm. 
Organ music, refreshments. Harvest 
services 10am and 6.30pm Sun. 

Sat 8 DORCHESTER RSCM 
Annual Choirs’ Festival Evensong, 
Abbey 5pm. Preacher Canon 
George Pattison. 0118 972 2844. 
Sun 9 WOKINGHAM Service of 
Thanksgiving for Creation and 
Blessing of Animals, All Saints’ 
Church 3pm; all creatures and peo- 
ple welcome. 0118 978 9782. 

Sun 9 WITNEY Harvest Service 
in Sign Language, High Street 
Methodist Church 3pm; preacher 
Bishop Colin. Auction of harvest 
produce in aid of deaf women in 
India. 

Thu 13 OXFORD Oxford 
Retired Clergy Association 
‘Church Music Today’ talk by 
Patrick Salisbury 10.15am Priory 
Room, Christ Church. 01865 
883805. 

Tue 18 - Thu 20 BANBURY 

Children Singing for Children St 
Mary’s Church 7.15pm. Tickets 
01295 266788. 

Wed 19 COOKHAM DEAN 



compiled by Clare Wenham 

OCTOBER ,2005 



Organ Concert St John the Baptist 
Church 8pm. 01628 529861. 

Fri 21 - Sun 23 OXFORD 
Retreat with Revd Eric 
Waterhouse, Carmelite Priory, 
Boars Hill. 01993 881789. 

Fri 21 - Sun 23 CHOLES- 
BURY Trafalgar celebrations. Fri: 
Rededic-ation of Trafalgar veter- 
ans’ headstone in churchyard 
2.30pm; Sat 6c Sun: Flower 
Festival on sea theme; Sun: 
Evensong 6.30pm. 01494 758715. 
Sat 22 SHIPPON (Abingdon) 
Secondhand Book Sale St Mary 
Magdalene Church Hall 10am- 
4pm. Refreshments. 

Sat 22 BANBURY Acoustic 
Triangle St Mary’s Church 
7.45pm. Tickets 01295 259855. 
Fri 28 FINGEST (Hambleden 
Valley, near Henley) Healing serv- 
ice with laying on of hands and 
anointing at Holy Communion 
10.15am. 01491 571231. 

Sat 29 PRESTWOOD 

Memorial Service for Father 
Jonathan White (Vicar Prestwood 
6c Great Hampden 1984-2002), 
Holy Trinity Church 3pm. 

NOTICE 

On offer: Inter-Gospel Parallel 
Passage Lists (American Bible 
Society, 1943), produced to assist 
translators and revisers working 
on the four Gospels. 

Revd A. Carlill, tel. 0118 958 
8354. 



St Albans & Oxford Ministry 
Course Open Modules 

Starts 1 Nov Jesus 6c the Gospels 
(6 sessions £30) 7-8pm 
Starts 8 Nov John’s Gospel (5 ses- 
sions £25) 8.15-9.15pm 
Ripon College, Cuddesdon 
Gill Pratley, SAOMC, Diocesan 
Church House , tel. 01865 208260 

Spiritual Direction 

Training Course for Spiritual 
Direction 13 Mondays Jan-July 
Begbroke Priory, Kidlington £260. 
Bookings due by end Oct 
Forms from <http://tvww.oxf ord. 
anglican.org/spi-dir> or Canon 
Barbara Doubtfire, 6 Meadow 
Walk, Woodstock 0X20 1NR, tel. 
01993 810005. 

Gregory of Nyssa 

22 Oct Introduction to Gregry of 
Nyssa St Michael 6c All Angels 
Church, Amersham 1.30-5pm 
£10 

www.EarlyChurch.co.uk , 
tel. 01494 583266. 

Hugh Latimer 

12 Oct Passion for the Gospel: 
Hugh Latimer (1490-1955) 

Then and Now Revd Prof. 
Alister McGrath Open Lecture 
on 450th anniversary of the mar- 
tyrdom of Bishop Hugh Latimer 
St Andrew’s Church, Linton Rd 
7.30 for 8pm. 

Peter Ackroyd 01234 768391 
www. latimertrust. org. 



BRF Quiet Days 

14 Nov Listening for God’s Call 
Alison White Cold Ash Centre, 
Thatcham 10am-4pm £22.50 inc. 
lunch. 

24 Nov The Coining King 
John and Rosemary Went 
Hamhill Centre of Christian 
Healing 10am-4pm £22.50 inc. 
lunch. 

Eithne Nutt, BRF Events, First 
Floor, Els field Hall, 15-17 Els field 
Way, Oxford OX2 8FG, tel. 

01865 319704, email 

events@brf.org; 

ivww.brf.org. 

Joni Eareckson Tada in UK 

13 Oct St Aldate’s Church, Oxford 
The well-known author is visiting 
Britain in her role as patron of the 
Christian disability organization 
Through the Roof; she will speak 
with Lyndon Bowring of CARE, 
the Christian social concern chari- 
ty, who will argue against the 
Assisted Dying for the Terminally 
111 Bill. Tickets £8. 

Through the Roof, PO Box 353, 
Epsom KT18 5WS, tel. 01372 
737041; secure credit card link 
www.thoughtheroof.org/tickets. 

IWeenagers 

23 Nov Reaching 6c Keeping 
Tweenagers Seminar Baptist 
House, Didcot 
Christian Research, Vision 
Building, 4 Footscray Rd, Eltham, 
London SE9 2TZ, 020 8294 



1989, www.christian- 
research.org.uk. 

Christian Mission 

11 Oct Has Christian Mission 
Failed? the challenge facing the 
churches in God-doubting Britain 
(Amersham Millennium Lecture) 
Rt Revd 6c Rt Hon Lord Carey, 
Former Archbishop of Canterbury. 
Tickets £10 

St Michael’s Church, Amersham 
Secretary, St Michael’s Church. 70 
Sycamore Rd, Amersham HP 5 
5DR, tel. 01494 726680. 
tvww.parishes.oxford.anglican.org/ 
amershamonthehill. 

Services at Christ 
Church Cathedral 

Sundays: 8am Holy 
Communion; 10am Matins; 
11.15am Sung Eucharist; 6pm 
Evensong 

Weekdays: 7.15am Matins; 
7.35am Holy Communion; 

6pm Evensong (Thursdays 
Sung Eucharist 6pm) 
Wednesdays only: 1 .05pm 
Holy Communion 



BBC RADIO OXFORD 
95.2 

BBC RADIO BERKSHIRE 
104.1 

Enjoy your Sunday Breakfast 

Sundays 6-9 am 
Local religious views, church 
news, favourite hymns 



October Prayer Diary compiled by Pam Gordon 



"The earth is the Lord's and all 
that is in it, the world, and those 
who live in if Psalm 24:1 
Let us pray to God our Father 
through Jesus the Son, and in the 
power of the Holy Spirit for: 

Sat 1 Abingdon Deanery. Area 
dean - John Cooper; synod lay 
chairman - Joanna Birkett. 

Sun 2 Nineteenth Sunday 
after Trinity Abingdon Team 
Ministry: vacancy for rector; 
clergy St Helen - Timothy 
Hewes; St Michael and All 
Angels - Peter Doll, Laura 
Hodges; St Nicolas - Peter and 
Laura; licensed lay minister - 
Tony Richmond. ChristChurch: 
clergy - Tim Davis, Peter Walker, 
David Archer; licensed lay minis- 
ter - Barry Taylor; youth pastor - 
A. Murray. 

Mon 3 Abingdon Team 
Ministry. Christ Church on Long 
Furlong: clergy - Danny Wignall; 
licensed lay ministers - David 
Lever; Derek Walker, Colin 
v Wood, Anne Taylor Peachcroft 
Christian Centre (Ecumenical): 
clergy - Stephen Godfrey; 
licensed lay minister - Ian Kemp. 
Shippon St Mary Magdalene: 
clergy - Pauline Seaman. 

The 4 Cumnor St Michael, 
Farmoor St Mary, Dean Court St 
Andrew: clergy - Clive Gardner, 
Keith Ward, David Wenham; 
* licensed lay ministers - Eve 
Lockett, Terry Sharp, David 
Henderson Slater; youth worker 
- Ruth Hulse. 

Wed 5 Appleton St Laurence 



and Besselsleigh St Lawrence: 
clergy - Bob Penman. 

Thu 6 Fyfield with Tubney and 
Kingston Bagpuize: clergy - 
Keith Triplow. 

Fri 7 Kennington St Swithun: 
clergy - Terry Smith, Tony 
Johnson. 

Sat 8 Marcham All Saints: cler- 
gy - Eddie Shirras; associate minis- 
ter - Pamela Shirras; youth/chil- 
dren’s worker - N. Gibbins. Radley 
with Sunningwell: clergy - Pam 
McKellen; licensed lay minister - 
M. Young. 

Sun 9 Twentieth Sunday 
after Trinity Interdependence 
in team and group ministries and 
the cooperation of all parishes 
within their deaneries. 

Mon 10 Wootton and Dry 
Sandford: clergy - John Cooper; 
Philip Tovey. 

The 1 1 Drayton St Peter 
[Group ministry with Sutton 
Courtenay with Appleford and 
Steventon with Milton]: clergy - 
Josie Midwinter; licensed lay 
minister - Peter Barton. Steven- 
ton with Milton: clergy - Colin 
Patching; licensed lay ministers - 
Jack Jarvis and at Milton St 
Blaise - Tim Budd. Sutton 
Courtenay with Appleford: cler- 
gy - Helen Kendrick. 

Wed 12 Aston and Cuddesdon 
Deanery. The election of a new 
deanery lay chair; the Benefice of 
Chinnor as it seeks to appoint a 
new incumbent; Ripon College, 
Cuddesdon at the start of a new 
academic yeai; for its contribu- 
tion to the life of the parishes in 



our deanery through student pas- 
toral placements. Area dean - 
Andrew Hawken; synod lay 
chairman - vacancy. For church- 
wardens and clergy supporting 
parishes during their vacancies. 
Thu 13 Benson St Helen: clergy 
- Andrew Hawken, Jean Travis; 
licensed lay minister - J. English. 
Chalgrove with Berrick Salome: 
clergy - Ian Cohen, Jonathan 
Arnold; licensed lay minister - 
Robert Heath- Whyte. 

Fri 14 Thame Valley team min- 
istry : clergy - Nick Stuart-Lee, 
Simon Brignall, Ian Mountford, 
Janet Hulett, Keith Weston, 
Simon Baynes, John Fieldsend, 
Raymond Copping; youth work- 
er Kev Clark. Thame St Mary the 
Virgin: licensed lay ministers - 
Caroline Baynes, Caroline 
McKeown, Geoffrey Rushman, 
Paul Gulley, John Wilson- 
Brown. 

Sat 15 Thame Barley Hill and 
Towersey St Catherine: clergy - 
Ian Mountford; licensed lay min- 
ister - Norman Lilley. Tetsworth 
St Giles, Adwell St Mary, South 
Weston St Laurence, Lewknor St 
Margaret, Stoke Talmage St 
Mary Magdalen, Wheatfield St 
Andrew: clergy - Simon Brignall. 
Sun 16 TWenty-first Sunday 
after Trinity All engaged in the 
healing of body, mind and spirit, 
as medical practitioners, in the 
Church’s ministry of healing, and 
those who provide centres for 
Christian healing. Diocesan 
Adviser in Christian Healing - 
Hugh Kent. 



Mon 17 Garsington St Mary, 
Horspath St Giles: clergy - 
Richard Cowles. 

The 18 Luke the Evangelist 

Hospital chaplains: D. Jones, D. 
Nash, Stephen Bushell, Gill 
Barkei; J. Chard, P. Smith, T. 
Walt, Julie Cartwright, G. 
Harrison, S. Blagdon, Andrew 
Coleby, Ernesto Lozada- 
Uzuriaga, Gabrielle Smith, 
Carole Hough, Tim Clapton, 
Peggy Faithfull, Steven Barnes, 
Peter Steddon, Simon Oliver; 
Mark Birch, Beau Stevenson, A. 
Holmes, Oliver Howell, J. 
Cocke, Nick Fennemore, A. 
McGowan, Corinne Smith, 
Victoria Slater, Michael 
Sserunkuma, Judy Davies, 
Douglas Loveridge, Nick Stuart- 
Lee, David Rice, J. Salter; B. 
Dagnall, Paul Deeming, R. 
Cheek, Ainsley Swift, Michael 
Smith, David Childs. 
Almshouses’ chaplains - George 
Repath, Ian Hunt, Joy Hance. 
Wed 19 Chinnoi; Sydenham, 
Aston Rowant and Crowell: cler- 
gy - Joan Deval; licensed lay 
ministers - David Bartlett, David 
Higgott, Dennis Porter: 

Thu 20 Dorchester Area Team 
Ministry: clergy - Sue Booys, 
Nigel Hawkes, Edward Tildesley, 
Sandra Millar; Myles Godfrey, 
David Haylett, David Winter 
Fri 21 Dorchester Area Team 
Ministry: licensed lay ministers - 
David Gifford, Anthony 
Harman, Roger Cutts, Brian 
Newey. 

Sat 22 Churches within the 



team ministry: Berinsfield St 
Mary and St Berin, Clifton 
Hampden St Michael and All 
Angels, Culham St Paul, 
Dorchester St Peter and St Paul, 
Drayton St Leonard and St 
Catherine, Long Wittenham St 
Mary the Virgin with Little 
Wittenham St Peter, Marsh 
Baldon St Peter and Toot Baldon 
St Lawrence with Nuneham 
Courtenay, Newington St Giles, 
Stadhampton with Chiselhamp- 
ton St John the Baptist, 
Warborough St Laurence. 

Sun 23 Last Sunday after 
Trinity One World Week 
and Bible Sunday Those liv- 
ing in the Bible lands; those 
throughout the world who 
support the marginalised. 
Christian Concern for One 
World: chair - Anne Martin; 
coordinator - Maranda St John 
Nicolle. Those who promote 
and facilitate access to Bibles 
and guidance for reading it 
especially the Bible Reading 
Fellowship and the Bible 
Society based in the diocese. 
Mon 24 Wheatley Team 
Ministry: clergy - James Watson, 
Angela Buder, John Edmonds- 
Seal, Helen- Ann Hartley. 

Tue 25 Wheatley Team 
Ministry Cuddesdon All Saints: 
clergy - Richard Cowles, Mark 
Chapman. Garsington St Mary: 
clergy - Richard Cowles. 
Horspath St Giles: clergy - 
Richard Cowles. 

Wed 26 Wheadey Team 
Ministry: Beckley Assumption 



BVM: licensed lay minister - 
Rodney Dawber Forest Hill St 
Nicolas: clergy - vacancy; 

licensed lay minister - John 
Ingram. Horton-cum-Studley St 
Barnabas: clergy - vacancy. 
Stanton St John, St John the 
Baptist: clergy - vacancy, Brenda 
Knight 

Thu 27 Wheatley Team 
Ministry. Albury St Helen, 
Tiddington: clergy - Caroline 
King, Waterperry St Mary the 
Virgin: clergy - Caroline King, 
Waterstock St Leonard: clergy - 
Caroline King; licensed lay minis- 
ter - Albert Eastham. Holton St 
Bartholomew [Local Ecumenical 
Partnership]: clergy - Caroline 
King; licensed lay ministers - 
Richard Bainbridge, Marian 
Brown. 

Fri 28 Simon and Jude 

Wheadey St Mary the Virgin 
[Local Ecumenical Partnership]: 
clergy - James Watson, Mark 
Williams; licensed lay minister - 
Margaret Rosenthal. 

Sat 29 Ewelme, Brightwell 
Baldwin and Cuxham with 
Easington: clergy - Martin Gamer 
Sun 30 Fourth Sunday 
before Advent Great Milton 
with Little Milton and Great 
Haseley: clergy - Victor Story. 
Mon 31 Icknield, Britwell 
Salome St Nicholas, Pyrton St 
Mary and Shirbum All Saints, 
Swyncombe St Botolph clergy - 
Christopher Evans, Angie Paterson, 
Shane Griffiths; licensed 
lay minister at Watlington St 
Leonard - N. McLeish. 
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Making learning about A ‘must read’ for curates 

churches fun for the family and would be ordinands 



MY mum and I went to 
Burford Parish Church using 
this book (Be a church detec- 
tive by Clive Fewins, pub- 
lished by SCM Canterbury 
Press) to find out the history 
of the Church. With the help 
of Peter Harris (the Verger) 
we found out a lot. I would 
recommend taking an adult 
with you. I give this book 
9/10. It was a good book but 
lots of reading. 

David Reavley (age 9) 

I gave my son this book about 
two thirds of the way through 
the summer holidays, having 
skim-read it myself, to ‘get 
the hang’ of how to use it. 
There was silence for about 
ten minutes. 

‘Can I stop reading now?’ 

‘Why?’ 

‘Because I just know it’s a 
brilliant book and I want to 
start writing the review now . 
I know our church is perpen- 
dicular and made of lime- 



stone.’ 

The parish church has a 
complex architectural history. 
David did well to identify sev- 
eral different arch shapes, sev- 
eral different window shapes, 
a couple of roof types, and a 
clutch of other features, and 
thoroughly enjoyed himself 
for a good hour. He was 
helped immensely by a leaflet 
at church showing the ground 
plan of the building in differ- 
ent eras. I enjoyed watching 
him discover more about a 
building he’s known all his 
life. I enjoyed the process of 
discovery for myself, too. 

The inclusion of line-draw- 
ings (both to illustrate archi- 
tectural points, and to engage 
with younger readers) was 
crucial. Lists of churches to 
visit to look at particular fea- 
tures was great - I’m intend- 
ing to visit the local ‘Doom’ 
churches this autumn, for 
instance. I did wonder about 



how applicable the contents 
would be to the churches of 
other denominations in the 
Benefice: Baptist, Methodist, 
Roman Catholic, and the 
Quaker Meeting House, and 
concluded that the book 
would have limited use. 

‘Be a Church Detective’ 
provided a really effective 
starting point for our family 
exploration of a familiar 
parish church. More exciting: 
it has sown seeds for both 
family exploration of less 
familiar, and unfamiliar 
parish churches, and the 
exploration of architectural 
heritage more widely. 

Ruth Reavley lives in Burford 
with her family. 

BE A CHURCH 
DETECTIVE 

CLIVE FEWINS 

SCM CANTER- 
BURY PRESS 

£6.99 




Simple guide to ‘living true’ 



‘THERE is no ‘answer book’ for 
dealing with life’s choices. In 
every case we have to work it out 
for ourselves. The solutions that 
work in life are the ones we dis- 
cover for ourselves, not the ones 
we find in books. . .’ 

My initial reaction to this 
statement was ‘Hmm?... 
sounds ever so slightly ‘dodgy.’ 
However, on reading further 
with ‘biblically- tinted lenses’, I 
began to recognise familiar 
themes from the author’s previ- 
ous works. You don’t have to 
have read her ‘Sacred Spaces’ 
or ‘Landmarks An Ignatian 
Journey’ to understand On 
Making Choices by Margaret 
Silf (published by Lion at 



£4.99) , but it helps. 

As the cover illustration sug- 
gests, this pocket-sized work 
deals with the seemingly maze- 
like range of decisions that we 
face daily. Drawing from a 
number of sources both ancient 
and modern, but more espe- 
cially from the Ignatian tradi- 
tion, it offers help in wrestling 
with such topics as: recognising 
our voices; personal integrity; 
reading life’s signposts; intu- 
ition, role models; criticism; 
choosing for the best and, 
maybe most difficult of all: 
how to put these choices into 
practice. Equally daunting - 
how to cope with the outcome 
of an unwise decision. This last 



I found particularly heartening 
with the author’s reassurance 
that, by balancing the two very 
human qualities of honesty and 
integrity in the discernment 
process, such hard options may 
become places of growth. 

‘Choices’ ends with a warn- 
ing against letting ones life be 
taken over by ‘what-ifs’ and 
offers ‘Ten commandments for 
living true.’ 

Like its companion volume 
‘On Prayer’ the book uses a 
simple format of short, easily 
digested chunks of text. Don’t 
be deceived though; the under- 
lying concepts are anything but 
‘bite-sized.’ 

Jane Sigrist, Newbury 




The artist with an original design for one of the 
memorial etched windows at Goodmayes 

HENRY SHELTON was born and 



grew up in East London. 

As a choir boy in West Ham church 
he became aware of the importance of 
visual art. 

After leaving school he served an 
apprenticeship at a London studio 
developing his skill in fine art and hand 
drawn lettering. 



After setting up his own studio he 
received commissions to design for such 
clients as the Science Museum, theme 
parks, private and corporate bodies. 

Being always drawn to his Christian 
art he held several exhibitions and after 
meeting Bishop Trevor Huddleston he 
completed a series of portraits which 
were exhibited in St Dunstan’s, Stepney. 

Recent commissions include the 
ascension altar piece in the Church of 
the Saviour, Chell Heath; the 
millennium Christian clock tower in 
Goodmayes and, most recently, the 
memorial etched glass windows in All 
Saints Church, Goodmayes, depicting 
events in the life of Jesus. 

These were awarded a DAC Design 
award. 

Henry believes that the visual arts 
have a profound effect on our lives and 
help us to witness our faith in our 
homes. 

Some of the most beautiful art the 
world has known has been commissioned 
by the church - let’s hope this continues 
for the artists of the future. 



‘THE Curate’s Guide: from 
calling to first parish’ is an in- 
depth and fascinating book, 
written, according to the intro- 
duction for those considering 
ordination, those in training 
(both pre-and post ordination) 
and for incumbents. This 
seems a vast potential audi- 
ence to be aiming at, and yet 
sections of the book are indeed 
pertinent to each group of 
people. 

The fifstsection which deals 
mainly with pre-training 
issues, includes helpful expla- 
nations of terms bandied 
around by seemingly everyone 
in the Anglican world. By 
explaining basic words such as 
‘curate’ and ‘diocese’ it 
answers all the questions some- 
one should have answered but 
didn’t because we were all too 
afraid to ask! It describes the 
selection process, the differ- 
ences between stipendiary, 
non-stipendiary and Ordained 
Local ministries in an informa- 



tive way backed up by a range 
of people’s personal experi- 
ence. This first part, particular- 
ly, I would recommend to any- 
one weighing up a calling to 
ordained ministry. 

The book then moves on to 
sections which deal with vari- 
ous aspects of early ministry 
life; issues ranging from wear- 
ing a dog collar, having a spiri- 
tual director, the vulnerability 
of working in a parish, the jug- 
gle of family life (with even a 
paragraph on a pregnant 
curate!!), and so on. In looking 
at these issues the book man- 
ages to avoid being prescriptive 
of what a curate’s life should 
be* like, instead affirming the 
variety of experience that peo- 
ple have and offering advice on 
classic pitfalls of the job. It 
seems to me that the editor, 
John Witcombe, Dean of St 
John’s College, Nottingham, is 
perfectly placed to have over- 
sight of such a book, which 
succeeds in being both author- 



itative and insightful. 

It is a book I wish I had read 
on my pre-ordination retreat, 
for it combines practical wis-* 
dom with inspiring detail. It is 
therefore, a book that would 
both encourage and inform, a 
book that should be on every 
ordinand’s book shelf. As for 
me, it made me giggle about 
things that are all too true, and 
muse on aspects of the job that 
I have perhaps let slip and I fin- 
ished it feeling validated and 
motivated". 

Em Coley has finished her 
curacy in Wend over with 
Halton Bucks and was priest- 
ed in June. She is pregnant t 
with her first child. 

THE CURATE’S 
GUIDE 

E DITED BY JOHN 
WITCOMBE 

CHURCH HOUSE 
PUBLISHING 

£ 11,99 




Riddle Answer : September 

Thank you to everyone who entered our Riddle 
competition last month. The answer to riddle lies in 
the play of words and the direction the riddle points us 
in. Because of the price change from £30 to £25, we 
are no longer required to reach £30. So, in conclusion, 
we should not ad the £2 to the £27, but subtract it to 
reach £25, there is then no money missing at all. 



Exclusive Christian Art 

Grace your home with these stunning 

LIMITED EDITION GICLEE PRINTS 




Ref 1 

From the " Stations of the Cross " series. Mount size 20" x 16" 




Ref 2 

Re indorp Chape / window design 16”x 20" 



These unique 
prints are limited 
to 950 copies each 
and are hand 
signed and 
numbered by the 
award ivinning 
artist 

Henry Shelton 

£47.00 each 
(inc VAT) 

Plus £3.95 p&p UK only 

10% of net sale price 
goes to 

Christian charities 




Reindorp Cliapel window desigti I6"x 20” 



Ref 3 



Post to: NIW Fine Art Prints. The Bams, Feveralls Farm, Roe End Lane, Markyate, Herts AL3 8AG Tel: 01727 863471 

I would like to purchase: Ref 1 Ref 2 Ref 3 I would like to request a brochure or go to www.niwfineart.com f 

I enclose cheque 19.0. for £ Payable to NIW Fine Art Prints or debit my Amex/Switch/Maestro/Mastercard/Visa 

Card No. Expiry date / / Issue No. Mr/Mrs/Ms . - 



Address 



Postcode Tel No. : CODE NIW10 
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Taking the first steps 
to a new family 

Opening a series of 'Adoption Diaries' for The Door, a couple tell 
the first steps of their journey through the adoption process 
with the diocesan agency, Parents and Children Together. 



A summer of inspiration 



The summer is a strange time of the year for a Diocesan 
Youth Adviser. Vast amounts of normal work seems to 
stop.... invitations to groups dry up, no one is looking for 
training, the phone and the e-mail enquiries slow to a 
trickle and even meetings have a considerable gap between 
them! All of this means that the summer becomes a great 
opportunity to catch up and more importantly time to 
invest in something completely different. Read some of Ian 
Macdonald's highlights below... 




CAROLINE, a counsellor in a 
busy supermarket HR depart- 
ment, and Roger, a welder, met 
and married relatively late in the 
midst of fulfilling careers for 
both of them. They had a large 
extended clan of young people 
to enjoy and nurture and never 
felt the need to have their own 
children. With happy experi- 
ences of adoption within their 
own family, though, adoption 
was definitely an option. 

‘We approached PACT in 
February of one year and set out 
on the application process 
including a home study, various 
workshops and the opportunity 
to meet a birth mother who had 
given up her child for adoption. 
We got increasingly excited as 
life with an adopted child was 
laid before us ‘warts and all* and 
we soon came to understand the 
reality of disturbance (and, 
importantly, how to deal with it) 
and the support which would be 
available to us for a lifetime, if 
we needed if, says Caroline. 

‘It was always clear that there 
was no obligation to continue 
with the process and it did, 
indeed, become uncomfortable 
on one or two occasions. It's 
obvious, really, that, if an agency 
is going to check a couple’s moti- 
vation and stability, the questions 
that will be asked and the docu- 
mentation that will be needed are 
going to be fairly intrusive. 

‘You get interviewed with and 



without your partner, (although 
I gather that PACT doesn’t 
require prospective adopters to 
be in a relationship at all). Six of 
us went forward to the full 
application with PACT and I 
think we'd all agree we’ve 
become lifelong friends - and 
supporters of each other’s new 
families - as a result. We were 
accepted as prospective adopters 
in November of the same year - 
after seeing Jon’s pictures, we 
paused for a month because of a 
family bereavement. 

‘When it came to choosing a 
child, we realised our own limi- 
tations and that there were 
things we wouldn't be able to 
manage and that was fine by 
PACT. They called it our ‘com- 
fort zone’: for us that included 
feeling we didn't have the skills 
to cope with a disabled child, 
although we knew that, with 
support, we had something to 
offer a disturbed or abused 
youngster. We also specifically 
wanted a boy so as not to put 
the noses of the girls in our 
extended family out of joint. 

‘In the end, we reviewed 
about 16 sets of papers before 
deciding on our lovely Jon in 
February the following year. We 
met him in his foster home in 
June and he came to live with us 
permanently nine days later.’ 

Jon will write about his transition 
in the next Adoption Diary. PACT 
can be contacted on freefone 0800 
731 1845. 



THE All Saints (High 
Wycombe) Youth ‘Camp’ this 
year was at Cloverley Hall in 
Shropshire. I’d been given the 
opportunity to visit and jumped 
at the chance. This was great 
fun! It proved not only a great 
opportunity to see their camp 
in action and get to know some 
of the teenagers but for me to 
be useful too! 

It’s an enormous privilege to 
be able to see leaders at work in 
a residential centre and watch 
as the leaders and young people 
build and experience communi- 
ty. It’s an enormous commit- 
ment from leaders to make 
events like this happen but so 
rewarding to see the results as 
young people grow in confi- 
dence, faith and experience, to 
see them create shared memo- 
ries they will never forget. 

Soul Survivor week B that I 
pitched up to was huge this 
year There were 11,000 people 
at the Bath and West Show 
ground for the event and the 
VAST majority were 21 or 
younger. The event centres on 
two massive times of 
worship/teaching each day in a 
Big Top then around that are 
seminars, bands and a huge 



market place of Christian 
organisations promoting 
opportunities to put faith into 
action. Just being there is ener- 
gising (and tiring too) and it 
makes an enormous impact to 
take part in acts of worship on 
that scale. I love seeing young 
people, worshipping passion- 
ately and seeing young people 
praying for each other. For me 
though a big part of the event 

'Heaven will be like 
Greenbelt ... but 
with better toilets!' 

was the conversations I had 
around the site. I was able to 
catch up with quite a few 
groups from around the 
Diocese (big thank you to the 
ones that fed me!) and I really 
enjoyed being able to spend 
time chatting and listening. It’s 
also fun ending up in discussion 
with people that you’ve never 
met before, very random (as the 
teens would say). 

Soul Survivor used the festival 
to launch Soul Action which 
plans to mobilise young people 
to be involved in projects locally 
and abroad that are about faith 



and practical action. The 
Churches in Didcot recendy ran 
an event in conjunction with 
Soul Survivor which aimed to 
make a practical difference and 
get people talking. I hope that 
other groups coming back will 
be similarly inspired. 

By far the biggest event of the 
summer for me though was 
Greenbelt. 

If you’ve never been to 
Greenbelt it is kind of difficult 
to describe. Dave Walker 
(Cartoonist in the Church 
Times) reckons that ‘Heaven 
will be like Greenbelt ... but 
with better toilets!’ 

It is a wonderful sense of 
community and there is some- 
thing unique and special about 
the festival. It’s an inspiring 
place to be with so many 
Christians who are committed 
to creativity, justice, peace and 
wrestling with as well as living 
out their faith. Greenbelt has 
always been a place that has 
not been afraid to ask difficult 
questions or to listen to contro- 
versial people who have some- 



thing important to say. 

The programme is dizzy ingly 
large and requires some careful 
planning to get to as much as 
possible. On any given day you 
could spend time in worship, 
catch some theatre, hear some 
talks, experience any number of 
bands (in any number of gen- 
res), be part of a debate, chill out 
at a cafe and create something 
too! There is of course a massive 
Children’s and youth provision. 

One of the pivotal events 
though is the Sunday morning 
worship (pictured above). 
Hosting a service for 20,000 that’s 
consistent with Greenbelt’s ideol- 
ogy of love, justice and creativity 
.... a piece of worship that’s radi- 
cal but inclusive, not easy! The 
result was inspiring, though. 

As ever, it was a fascinating 
place to be, there are so many 
Christians there who aren’t cer- 
tain what denomination you’d 
accurately describe them as but 
feel ‘at home’ at Greenbelt. 

For more photos of Ian's sum- 
mer see www.oxford.angli- 
can.org 
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TAYLORS 

(OF OXFORD) 

ROBEMAKERS 

AND ACCESSORIES 
Clerical, Academic, Legal Wear 
and Robemakers 
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TEL & FAX: (01865) 722022 
• Cassocks • Collars • Surplices and 
Cottas • Albs • Stocks • Vergers and 
Preaching Gowns • Preaching Scarves 
• Stoles • Hoods • Girdles and 
Cinctures • Shirts and much more 
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The Spirit of the Lord is 
upon me, because he has 
anointed me to bring good 
news to the poor’ Luke 4:18 

Over recent months the great 
slogan has been ‘Make 
Poverty History’. We are all 
aware that in parts of Africa 
poverty, hunger and sickness 
are endemic. Consequently 
we have come to see poverty 
itself as a great evil, to be 
eliminated at all costs from 
every society on earth. Few 
Christians would disagree 
with that agenda. 

However, early this month 
we celebrate the feast day of 
one of the most popular of all 
saints, Francis of Assisi, who 
did not seem to think of 
poverty as a burden or evil to 
be eliminated, but as a gift 
and grace to be gladly accept- 
ed. His friars, following his 
own example, lived fives of 
genuine poverty. He himself 
lived in a hovel a few miles 




by David Winter 



THOUGHT FOR 
THE MONTH 



outside the city. For Francis, 
the real evil was wealth and 
possessions. To be rid of 
them was to be set free to 
serve Christ and others with- 
out hindrance. 

Is there, then, a contradic- 
tion between our longing to 
‘make poverty history’ and 
Francis’s longing to celebrate 
the simplicity of the poor? I 
suspect not, and the verse 
above, words of Jesus in the 
synagogue in Nazareth, may 
help to clarify the position. 



Canon David Winter is a former 
Diocesan Director of Evangelism, a 
broadcaster and author of many 
books including Message for the 
Millennium (BRF). 



The ‘good news for the poor’ 
that Jesus proclaimed was the 
affirmation that being poor 
was not a sign of sin or fail- 
ure (as many people 
believed). The poor, too, 
were candidates for the king- 
dom of heaven and all its 
riches. It is a rebuttal of the 
notion, widely held then and 
not entirely absent sometimes 
from church fife now, that the 
powerful and wealthy have 
preferential rights to God’s 
favour, when in fact they 
have the fearful burden of 
their power and riches to deal 
with first. These words of 
Jesus, and the preaching of 
Francis, were not a political 
manifesto but a declaration 
that all, poor or rich, are 
equally valuable to God. But 
of course if they are, the love 
of God constrains us to do 
something to redress the suf- 
fering of the needy - and to 
challenge the self-sufficiency 
of the rich. 
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